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Bronc Country Happenings
Robot Zoo
October 7-January 3, 2014

The Robot Zoo, which explores the biomechanics of complex animal
robots to discover how real animals work, will be the featured exhibit
this fall in the UTPA Visitors Center. The 1,500-square-foot exhibit
reveals the magic of nature as a master engineer and includes
three robot animals and seven hands-on activities to illustrate the
fascinating real-life characteristics of animals. Sponsored by Silicone
Graphics, Inc. and Time Magazine, and produced by Evergreen
Exhibitions, the Robot Zoo provides fantastic new insights and
hands-on fun for visitors of all ages. For exhibit hours or to schedule a
school tour, please contact the Visitors Center at (956) 665-7338.

Spirit Week
October 21-25, 2013
An entire week dedicated to UTPA Bronc Spirit, this weeklong
celebration also kicks off the Bronc Basketball season and features
the popular Bronc Madness on October 25. Bronc Madness brings
out the Bronc in everyone with a tailgate party, the traditional lighting
of the letters and much more. To stay up to date with the festivities,
visit www.utpa.edu.

Carnival of the Great Pumpkin
October 26, 2013
Have a howling good time at the 47th annual Carnival of the Great
Pumpkin. Free for the entire family, the carnival provides a safe and
welcoming Halloween event for the kiddos and features music,
games, food booths and costume contests. To learn more, call the
Office of Student Development at (956) 665-2660.

Bronc Basketball Season Tips Off
November 8, 2013 at the UTPA Fieldhouse
Get ready to cheer for the men’s and women’s basketball teams
as they start their first season in the Western Athletic Conference
(WAC). The home openers are November 8 with the women facing
off agaisnt Schreiner at 5 p.m. and the men taking on Sam Houston
State at 7 p.m. Season tickets start at just $50 for women's
basketball and $75 for men's basketball. To purchase tickets, visit
www.bronctickets.universitytickets.com or call (956) 665-2221.

Homecoming 2014
February 10-16, 2014
Alums, get ready to relive the good times you had in Bronc Country
as we celebrate all that is wonderful about being a Bronc. Join us
for this weeklong event that will have you coming home to party the
Bronc way with a fabulous Alumni Ball, rowdy Tailgate Party and the
1964 Class Reunion celebrating 50 years. If you’d like to participate
in or help organize any events, call the Office of Alumni Relations at
(956) 665-2500.

To find out what other events are happening in
Bronc Country, vist www.utpa.edu/calendar.

From the Editor
Hello Bronc Country!
The wheels are in motion
for the establishment of the
new university. Wow, things
are moving pretty fast in this
process. We should soon have a new name
for this new school so we won’t have to call
it “UT-TBD (To Be Determined)” anymore.
Plus, a new president will be named in early
2014. So change is coming and it is going to
be fantastic for our “Magic Valley,” as President Nelsen likes to call the RGV.
If you noticed, this issue of Los Arcos is a
special edition dedicated to the new university. We hope you enjoy it because it took a
lot of people to make it happen. First, I would
like to say that this was the brainchild of my
boss Dr. Kimberly Selber, who while I was
away on maternity leave with my second child
decided it would be great to make this a special issue with a special cover so people could
remember this historic moment in Bronc
Country. So, we hope that you love it and save
it as a keepsake of your alma mater that will
have a new name, but will always remain UT
Pan American in our hearts.
People who made this issue possible are the
graphic designers, writers and photographers
who work hard to bring the campus to life for
you through their words and designs. Thanks
to Roberto Castro, Danny Cardenas and Santa
Hernandez, all alums by the way, for their creativity and viewpoints and for putting up with
me looking over their shoulders and touching
their monitors when I needed changes. Sorry
for the smudges. They are so patient. Also, a
big shout out to the ladies of Public Affairs –
Gail Fagan, Jennifer Berghom and Roxanne
Casares, for putting pen to paper, or fingers
to the keyboard, on a lot of the stories you
find in the magazine. I don’t want to forget
Jennilee Garza of University Advancement,
Jonah Goldberg of Athletics and Doug Young
from Research Administration for lending
us their writing skills too. Much appreciated.
Also, gracias to Josue Esparza for his fabulous
photography.
A big, big thank you goes to the following
individuals, who supported our idea and
made sure this special issue happened: UTPA
President Robert S. Nelsen, Vice President for
Business Affairs Martin Baylor and Vice President for University Advancement Veronica
Gonzales.
I personally want to say thank you Dr.
Selber and Ms. Gonzales for putting up with
me missing several deadlines to get this baby
to you. Talk about a labor of love.
Until next time Broncs.

-Melissa Vasquez

Show your love for Bronc Country at Homecoming 2014. Make sure to mark your calendars for
February 10-16, 2014 for the weeklong celebration that will bring you back home to remember
the good times and make new memories. Plenty of fun and excitement awaits you with the
annual Alumni Ball, Tailgate Party and Class of 1964 50+ Reunion. To be part of the festivities,
email the Office of Alumni Relations at alumni@utpa.edu or call (956) 665-2500.

Don’t miss the campus event that’s
the BEE’S KNEES! Grab your sweetheart
and head to the UTPA Alumni Ball for
a ROARING good time of food,
fun and gaming!

FEBRUARY 14, 2014
Hosted by the UTPA Alumni Association
and the Office of Alumni Relations.
www.utpa.edu/alumni • (956) 665-2500

News & notes

Nevárez
takes a final bow
Former UTPA presidents Dr. Blandina Cárdenas and Dr. Miguel Nevárez (center) join current President Robert S. Nelsen in showing off their Bronc Pride during a reception
Nelsen threw in Nevárez's honor June 19. Nevárez, who returned to teaching in 2004, officially retired from the University Aug. 31 with the title "President Emeritus."

For 23 years, Dr. Miguel Nevárez led the Rio
Grande Valley's largest higher education institution and guided it through its merger with The
University of Texas System in 1989. Under his
watch, 30,000 students earned college degrees.
Nevárez served as president from 1981 to
2004. Soon after, he began teaching in the
College of Education's Educational Leadership
Program and heading the Coastal Studies Lab at

South Padre Island.
On Aug. 21, The University of Texas System
Board of Regents officially approved the honorary title of President Emeritus for Nevárez. He is
the first former president of UT Pan American to
receive the emeritus title.
UT System officials praised Nevárez for his
leadership at UT Pan American and his dedication to the Rio Grande Valley.

Overheard at UTPA

I began life as an
immigrant and eventually
became secretary of state.
There is a lesson in this.
Madeleine Albright, the nation's first female Secretary of State, inspired a
crowd of students and community members with her personal story of growing up as an immigrant. Albright was the final speaker of the 2012-2013 Distinguished Speakers Series. Noted for her "message" brooches, Albright wore a
large pin of a "Bronc" on her shoulder during her visit to Bronc Country.
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"It’s because of his contributions and his
leadership that we are positioned to create a new
university that will transform South Texas," said
UT System Chancellor Francisco G. Cigarroa.
Nevárez officially retired on Aug. 31, 2013.
To honor Nevarez, current president Dr.
Robert S. Nelsen hosted a reception on June
19 celebrating Nevárez's contributions to the
university.

An Invitation from

Dr. Karen Lozano, the UTPA Julia
Beecherl Endowed Professor of mechanical
engineering, has another title to add to her
résumé: presidential adviser.
Lozano was one of nine prominent
immigrants, including CEOs, business
leaders and entrepreneurs, invited to talk
to President Barack Obama during a White
House roundtable discussion on immigration
reform June 24.
Obama used their success stories to push
for immigration reform.
“All of these business leaders recognize the
degree to which immigration is a contributor to growth, a contributor to expansion, a

creator of jobs,” Obama said. “But they also
recognize that the immigration system that
we currently have is broken.”
Lozano, a Mexico native, and her team
invented Forcespinning™ technology, a more
efficient and affordable way to create nanofibers, and began UTPA's first multi-million
dollar start-up company, FibeRio Technology Corp., of which she is chief technology
officer.
Among her most recent accolades, she was
appointed to the National Science Foundation's Engineering Advisory Committee to
advise the foundation on issues regarding
education, policy and research.

for Success
Investing in UTPA Students

Nelsen:
Bronc Country's

UTPA was one of just nine institutions nationally to be awarded a $1.66
million, five-year grant from the National Science Foundation to ensure more
students enter college ready to succeed in engineering, computer science and
other programs related to science, technology, engineering and math. The
only other Texas institution to receive the grant was The University of Texas
at Austin. The grant obtained by principal investigator Dr. Javier Kypuros, an
associate professor in mechanical engineering and a UTPA presidential fellow,
will be used to enhance existing programs and resources to better prepare
incoming students for the rigors of the engineering and computer science
programs in a project called "An Ecosystem for Success in Engineering and
Computer Science in Rio South Texas."

Because of his generous
contributions of time and
commitment to the community of the Rio Grande Valley,
particularly in the area of
education, President Robert
S. Nelsen was recognized for
his efforts with a "Good Sam"
award on Aug. 7.

Also, receiving the honor at
the Good Samaritan Community Services RGV's Third
Annual Celebrating Community Commitment event was
South Texas College President
Shirley Reed.

Nelsen hailed Good Sam's
work to help at-risk children
to be successful in school
and pointed out the positive
results that can occur from
collaborations.

From left to right are Dr. Shirley Reed, STC president; Dori Contreras Garza,
Good Sam Board of Directors chair and Justice of the 13th Court of Appeals;
and UTPA President Robert S. Nelsen.
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Connect
with
Bronc
Country!
Join more than 25,000
Bronc fans who share a love
for UTPA on Facebook.
UT Pan American
/utpanamerican
Los Arcos
/utpalosarcos
UTPA Alumni
/UTPAAlumniRelations
Broncs Athletics
/UTPABroncs
(twitter.com/UTPABroncs)
UTPA Graduate School
/UtpaGradschool
The Pan American
/thepanamerican
College of Education
/utpacollegeofeducation
College of Health Sciences
& Human Services
/utpa.cohshs
College of Social &
Behavioral Sciences
/utpa-csbs
College of Business
Administration
/cobautpa
College of Engineering &
Computer Science
/utpa.coecs
Department of Mathematics
/UtpaMathematicsDepartment
UTPA Library
/Utpalibrary
HESTEC
/utpaHESTEC
International Women's Board
/IWB
Academic & Performing Arts
Center (APAC)
/APAC
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New visual Arts Building gives students sense of community
At the Visual Arts Building, you will find a place
where Broncs go to flourish in artistic expression
and create an eclectic collaborative studio setting.
For art students and faculty at UTPA, the new facility on Closner Blvd. next to the Alumni Center
may be off campus, but it has truly become a second abode where their creativity is sparked daily.
"I like how we’re apart from campus and it kind
of brings all the artists together," said Delany
Skaarer, an undergraduate student majoring in art
with a focus on painting. "Being in the same building is, like, it’s a better community feeling."
UT Pan American’s Department of Art moved
into the 73,000-square-foot facility from a
cramped 13,000-square-foot space on the main
campus to accommodate the University's growth.
"With the new space we’ll be able to exhibit
more student work, and we have top-level facilities
for students to do whatever they want: photography, print making, sculpture, bronze casting,
welding, you name it, we can do it here," said Dr.
Susan Fitzsimmons, chair of the art department
and professor of art. "We’ve got all the equipment
we need, so it’s pretty much up to the energy and
the creativity of the students."
In April, the University hosted an official grand
opening that dovetailed with a celebration of
students' service learning projects, including an
exhibit featuring work from art students.
Upon entering the building, visitors can see
sculptures in the main hallway and an art gallery
that hosts shows highlighting students', faculty

members' and guests artists' work. Paintings
hang on the walls throughout subsequent hallways that connect each discipline of the visual
arts program. Master’s students have their own
studio space to create. The building is equipped
with kilns, a foundry to create bronze sculptures – and safety features like eye washes and
updated ventilation systems.
"It is such a vast improvement from the last
place," Fitzsimmons said. "Everyone was so
isolated from each other and there was very
little contact among the faculty. This way we can
all be together and see what everybody else is
doing."
Ismael Salinas, a senior majoring in art with a
focus on graphic design, said he likes being able
to visit the different areas — including photography and painting — and collaborate with
fellow students in the same building.
Salinas and many of his fellow art students
expressed their excitement about having more
space to create. Before, the visual art students
had to share space with music and drama students, and some of their classes had to be held
in other parts of the campus because space was
so limited.
A bus, dubbed "the Art Bus," won a Summit
International Creative Award for its design, connects the arts building to the main campus.
"To me it’s open range," said Salinas, who
is also sergeant-at-arms of the student group
Artists Unanimous.

This new college won't have any majors,
faculty or graduates. But the new University
College will touch all students to assure they
have the tools they need to succeed in college
and graduate on time.
The University College, which opened
Sept. 1, will offer services and programs for
first- and second-year students and transfer
students.
It is led by Dr. Kristin Croyle, vice provost
for Undergraduate Studies, and is split into two
units – Student Success Initiatives and Curriculum, Teaching and Assessment – designed to
increase student retention and graduation rates

MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) are
the hottest thing in education right now, and
UT Pan American is on trend this fall with the
distance learning tool that Time Magazine said
is "opening the door to the Ivy League for the
masses."
MOOCs are (usually) free college-level courses
open to anyone around the world.
An evolutionary product of distance learning
and the increased use of the Internet in higher
education, MOOCs allow connectivity to the
instructor and other learners and offer activities
and projects to better engage with the course
content.
To keep up with the demand for new online
courses, UT Pan American launched its first
MOOC in Legal Spanish this semester that can
be accessed at www.coursesites.com.
The course, offered in English and Spanish, and

and reduce the time to degree.
“We all know that the high school-to-college
transition can be a stressful one for anyone,
and that is especially the case for many of our
incoming freshmen who are the first in their
families to go to college. To be able to provide
them – and all of our undergraduates – a special place to call ‘home’ on campus is a dream
come true,” said President Robert S. Nelsen.
Students can expect guidance, mentoring,
tutoring and support from the University College, particularly in the developmental education area, and academic advisement and career
development services through programs such

tested this spring with 30 UTPA students, was developed for a broad range of people – professionals already working in the field, those seeking a
career change or people of all ages simply seeking
lifelong learning.
New MOOCs are being developed each year
through platforms such as Udacity, Coursera,
and edX, with which The University of Texas
System has affiliated.
"Demographics show that the Latino community across the United States and, therefore, the
Spanish-speaking population across the country,
is growing, so people are going to need this kind
of expertise," said Dr. Jessica Lavariega Monforti, an associate professor of political science
and assistant dean of the College of Social and
Behavioral Sciences, who was part of a team that
worked to develop and implement the first UTPA
MOOC.

as the Writing Center, Career Services and the
University Academic Advisement Center.
Students will not be alone on their journey
to a degree as UTPA also plans to offer new
programs that will include senior graduation
check-out advising and first-year programming focused on academic engagement and
success. The first-year program is a yearlong experience that will engage students in
hands-on learning both inside and outside the
classroom.
To learn more about the programs and services of the University College, visit www.utpa.
edu/universitycollege.

Presentations from 15 different highly
qualified local and national experts on
various topics such as language barriers in
family law and domestic violence, how language affects the law in business contracts,
and dialect differences across Spanish-speaking populations.
A free course or certification for $50
through UTPA Continuing Education.
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Big
numbers

lead to
big honor
Bronc earns NSF fellowship in mathematics
by Gail Fagan
Samuel Cavazos wasn't a fan of mathematics until he discovered
a book in the eighth grade titled Prime Obsession that explores a yet
unresolved, over 150-year-old hypothesis regarding prime numbers
presented by the little-known mathematician Bernhard Riemann.
It was then that Cavazos' passion began to research and resolve the
abstract problems the field of pure mathematics presents.
"After reading this book, I saw that math was much more than
just adding and subtracting or multiplying and dividing, that was it
for me," said Cavazos, who graduated in 2013 from UT Pan American with a bachelor's degree in math.
This spring, Cavazos became the first student ever from UTPA's
Department of Mathematics to receive a Graduate Research Fellowship from the National Science Foundation (NSF). The award
was based on his excellence as a student and his collaborative
research with his math department mentor Dr. Sean Lawton.
Lawton, who has guided Cavazos in their research on mathematical objects – called moduli spaces – which classify different
ways geometry can exist, described his student as not only brilliant
but extremely hard working and passionate about his subject. The
NSF award he received is prestigious and rare, Lawton said.
"Samuel was competing among all graduating seniors and firstyear Ph.D. students from across the United States. There were only
67 awards made in all of mathematical science and only 23 in his
discipline called 'Algebra, Number Theory and Combinatorics,'"
Lawton said.
The scholarship will provide $30,000 a year toward Cavazos'
pursuit of a combined master's and Ph.D. in mathematics at Northwestern University. He will also receive an institutional fellowship
to help him through the five-year program. "I think that the fact
that I received it (the NSF award) is a reflection of the University as
a whole – a changing university, with a great department and very
supportive people," he said. "Any recognition I receive should go to
them because I am one of their products."
UTPA currently graduates the most Hispanic students in the
country in math according to Hispanic Outlook 2013.

Kudos!

When Paul Rodriguez (BS '13) travels down any street nowadays, the recent Civil Engineering graduate says he's always
looking out for potholes and other street abnormalities. It's a
natural reaction after he spent eight months covering 205 miles
to conduct a comprehensive Street Assessment Inventory for the
City of Pharr.
Working with three other civil engineering majors, Saul Cruz
(BS '13), Andrea Roldan (BS '13) and Isauro Gomez, who will
graduate in December, Rodriguez spent October 2012 to May
2013 with the City of Pharr's engineering staff tackling a “real
world” task that comprised their senior design project and
would save the city and its taxpayers thousands of dollars.
As a result of the successful project, the City of Pharr donated
$5,000 to the Civil Engineering program and its students and
declared June 4, 2013, as UTPA Civil Engineering Day in the
city.
"They did an exceptional job on this project," said Pharr City
Engineer William F. Ueckert Jr., P.E. "We thought this was a
good job for seniors who are going to be involved in work with

to "Student Leader of the Year" Ruben Delgado, who served as
president of the Association of Latino Professionals in Finance
and Accounting's chapter at UTPA. Delgado was recognized at the annual Tribute to
Success hosted by UTPA's Office of Student Development. The Accounting Society at
UTPA received the "Service Project of the Year" award and the Student Alumni Association was named "Organization of the Year."
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Overcoming obstacles
Student earns seat on national board
by Roxanne Casares

other cities after they graduate. We hope to do this every year."
The Senior Design Project – a capstone course for civil
engineering students – allows them an opportunity to apply
what they have learned in the classroom, said Jorge Vidal, the
students' project adviser and a lecturer in UTPA's Department of
Civil Engineering.
"The students worked very hard and ended up producing a
high-quality report, which was actually more complete, thorough and accurate than what previous professional consultants
had given the city, plus it was almost cost-free. Equivalent studies can range from $30K to $50K, therefore our students saved
Pharr – and the taxpayers – a considerable amount of money,"
Vidal said.
"From the beginning we knew the impact the project would
have on the community, that is why we put all our efforts into it.
We wanted to leave a good mark by UTPA students," Cruz said.
Upon graduation, three of the project's team members were
immediately hired as paid interns by the City of McAllen to
conduct a similar survey for that city.

Entering middle school, Hector Garza could barely speak English.
The UTPA student said it was a tough obstacle to overcome.
“It was hard for me. English is the hardest language to learn, and I
was really shy about that and got huge stage fright. To this day I still get
sweaty hands when I have to speak in front of a crowd,” Garza said.
The political science and economics double major has come a long
way, though. Garza was recently selected as an associate member for
the prestigious State Farm Youth Advisory Board. The board oversees
$5 million in grant funding to address critical issues that have a direct
impact on communities, such as public safety, environmental responsibility and access to higher education.
“It’s a big accomplishment and it is something I am very proud of,
but when you meet some of the board members from across the country, they have done so much,” Garza said. “They motivate me to do
even more to expand what I am doing as an individual, as a community member and as a student here at UTPA.”
Garza and 14 others were selected from more than 1,000 national
applicants for their deep community involvement and passion for
service-learning projects. The new members will serve along with the
existing 15 members, comprising the full 30-member board.
“We are looking to empower youth because the more we empower
our youth the more our community strives forward because you are
developing generations and generations of leaders,” Garza said.
Once a GEAR UP student himself, Garza now works with a mentorship program through Region One Education Service Center and mentors students of the current GEAR UP class. The UTPA sophomore is
also an intern with the Texas Valley Communities Foundation working
with Engaging Communities for College Readiness, a program founded to ensure South Texas students graduate from high school prepared
for college and career success.
Upon graduation, Garza plans to throw his hat into the political
arena and some day run for mayor and maybe even for Congress.
It is a remarkable transformation for the shy young man who struggled to learn English and now sits on a national board dreaming of a
career in politics.

Shake your poms poms!

Three cheers for the UTPA Cheer and Dance team for winning the Most
Collegiate Award at the UCA/UDA College Spirit Camp in San Marcos
in July. The team won the honor along with The University of Texas at
Austin and the University of Oklahoma. Go Broncs!
utpa.edu/los-arcos | 13

community

A Growing
Initiative
by Gail Fagan

co l onia r e si d e nts b e n e f it
f ro m N e w f o u n d gar d e ning ski l l s
Yaneth Uribe, a mother of two from
Peñitas, Texas, has a new title – beginning farmer – and a healthier outlook
toward the future, thanks to gardening
classes offered by The University of
Texas-Pan American's Office of Community Engagement.
"Now I am harvesting my own vegetables and cooking fresh and healthy
meals for my family," Uribe said.
For fellow Peñitas resident and new
gardener, Anita Hernandez, what she
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has learned from the classes not only has
helped her financially by showing her
how to grow her own food, but it also
has helped her fight her bouts of depression. Hernandez said her nine-year-old
daughter assists her with the transplanting, watering and the harvesting of the
tomatoes, beets, corn, zucchini, cabbage
and many other plants and herbs her
family now grows.
Both Uribe and Hernandez have
honed their new skills in the commu-

nity garden of Proyecto Desarrollo
Humano, a nonprofit community-based
organization serving communities that
have numerous colonias, where many
Hispanic families with limited resources
live. The two women have been taking
bi-weekly classes at the Peñitas site for
more than a year and also tend to their
own home plots. "I have benefited in so
many ways – I am doing physical exercise, like building and maintaining the
raised beds, relaxing by getting my hands

To find more resources for beginning
farmers and ranchers, visit
www.start2farm.gov./, a component
of the Beginning Farmer and Rancher
Development Program.

dirty working in the soil and socializing with
other community members," she said. "I hope
this program will continue for a long time to
benefit many more families and keep improving
our community."
Hundreds of residents like Uribe and
Hernandez in a 34-county service area have
benefitted from the Direct Marketing Initiative
for Beginning Farmers and Ranchers in South
Texas, operated by Community Engagement's
Business and Rural Development component
in collaboration with Texas AgriLife Extension
Service and the Texas/Mexico Border Coalition
(TMBC). The project was supported by a threeyear grant awarded to UTPA in 2009 by the
Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development

Program (BFRDP) of the National Institute
of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) in the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. The initiative's goal
is to enhance the sustainability of beginning
farmers and ranchers, particularly immigrant
and first-generation farmers, by training them
to successfully grow and direct market their
agricultural produce and products through
farmers markets, consumer supported agriculture and other direct-marketing techniques.
Recently, UTPA partnered with the TMBC
and was awarded another BFRDP grant of
$678,000 over three years – one of 40 BFRDP
grants NIFA awarded nationwide in 2012.
Partnering with community organizations, the
initiative offers classes administered by Amelia
Soto-Sanchez, rural development special projects coordinator, who provides training on such
topics as organic gardening, constructing raised
beds and selling at farmers markets. Hands-on
workshops, field days and visits to home plots
are part of the training.
"At the beginning of the program (at Proyecto Desarrollo Humano) there were 14 very
active participants....After three months, the
number of participants increased to 36, with 94
percent of them being women with an average
age of 40 years old and heads of households,"
Soto-Sanchez said. The initiative's success
stories are numerous. In El Cenizo, a colonia in
Webb County with limited access to fresh and
affordable foods, three participants from among
some 40 in the program now sell their surplus
vegetables at the Laredo Farmers Market. The
initiative also gave assistance to HOPE for Small
Farm Sustainability, a nonprofit organization
in Cameron County, by providing tools needed
by the shared garden-plot growers, including a
tiller, wheel barrows, storage building and green
house. In the first three months, 14 families
learned sustainable growing practices. Another
participant grower learned through the program
that her home garden "weeds" – nopales (prickly
pear) – were valuable and now sells them at $4 a
pound at the farmers market.
George Bennack, executive director for
Business and Rural Development in the Office
of Community Engagement, said through the
latest grant the initiative will expand to include
middle-class beginning farmers and ranchers.
He described the initiative as the epitome of
community engagement – a focus of UTPA's
new strategic plan.
"The initiative is efficient and entrepreneurial," he said. "What we do here is that we take
very limited university or state funding and
leverage it to obtain or secure substantially more
federal program funding to provide impactful
community outreach through the University."

Investigating
a foodie's delight
While some might view it
as lumpy, even scary looking
gray matter similar to a brain,
huitlachoche, or as the American farmer calls it, "corn smut,"
has become a popular delicacy
sought out by foodies willing to
pay higher prices for it than the
ears of corn it grows on.
The Department of Community Engagement (CE) at
UT Pan American received an
On-Farm Research Grant from
the Sustainable Agricultural
Research and Education Program to determine the best way
to propagate the fungus, which
U.S. farmers consider a disease
detrimental to their corn production. During the two-year
project, three corn cultivators,
three fungus spore sources and
three inoculation techniques
will be tested to determine the
best methods for propagating
huitlachoche in hopes of providing local, small-scale farmers
with a new specialty crop that
they can sell for a premium at
local farmers' markets.
Recently food scientists have
determined the naturally occurring huitlachoche — referred
to by fans as a Mexican truffle
contains significant amounts of
lysine, an essential amino acid a
human body does not produce
but obtains through food or supplements. Lysine helps to build
bones, fight infections and lower
cholesterol. Described by some
as "mushrooms on steroids," the
fungus imparts a smoky, earthy
flavor to food.
CE plans to share their
research findings with local
farmers through training events
and a video produced and
broadcast by Valley Telephone
Cooperative, Inc.
Findings will also be included
on the USDA’s Start2Farm website at www.start2farm.gov.
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rivals

So who will the Broncs take
on in this new conference?
Check out our WAC rivals.

California State
University-Bakersfield
Mascot: Roadrunners or
'Runners

Chicago State University
Mascot: Cougars

Grand Canyon University
Mascot: Antelopes or 'Lopes

University of Idaho
Mascot: Vandals

New Mexico State University
Mascot: Aggies

Seattle University
Mascot: Redhawks

The University of
Missouri-Kansas City
Mascot: Kangaroos or 'Roos

Utah Valley University
Mascot: Wolverines
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Celebrating UTPA's arrival into the WAC are (left to right) Dr. Jeffrey Graham, vice president for Information Technology;
Dr. Martha Cantu, vice president for Student Affairs; Stephanie Vallegos, women's tennis coach; Xavier Richardson, track
and field and cross country coach; Chris King, director of Athletics; Dan Hipsher, men's basketball coach; Larry Tidwell,
women's basketball coach; Manny Mantrana, baseball head coach; Lisa Cardoza, chief of staff and governmental relations
officer; Terence Thompson, chief legal officer; and Robert S. Nelsen, UT Pan American president.

Welcome to
It's official. The University of Texas-Pan American
is now a full-time member of the Western Athletic
Conference (WAC) in all sports. On July 1, the WAC
enthusiastically welcomed Bronc Country and five other
athletic institutions into the league.
"The addition of The University of Texas-Pan American adds another important piece to the rebuilding of
the conference," WAC Commissioner Jeff Hurd said.
"UTPA brings a program with 60 years of history and
success, and we look forward to the Broncs competing
at a high level in the WAC. The league is excited to enter
the Rio Grande Valley and keep our footprint in the
state of Texas."
For the first time in 15 years, all 14 current UTPA
athletic programs, as well as the emerging sports of
men's and women's soccer, will be eligible to earn automatic bids into NCAA Championship events.
"We are excited to now have the ability to compete
for entrance into NCAA Championship events in every
sport," UTPA Director of Athletics Chris King said. "We
look forward to raising WAC Championship banners in

the near future."
In the past, the Broncs have won six team national
championships, including the 1963 NAIA Championship in men’s basketball and every NAIA Championship
in men’s tennis from 1961 through 1965.
The baseball team has seen the most success at the
NCAA Division I level, reaching the NCAA Tournament 13 times, including an appearance in the 1971
College World Series.
For Men's Basketball Head Coach Dan Hipsher, joining the WAC is a win-win situation not only for Bronc
Country, but the entire region.
"To have a chance to play for the NCAA championship in a tradition-rich conference like the WAC could
not be better for everyone involved," Hipsher said.
The WAC now consists of nine full members, as the
six new schools join the University of Idaho, New Mexico State University and Seattle University as members
for the 2013-14 academic year.
Visit utpabroncs.com for the latest in the Broncs'
transition into the WAC and updated sports schedules.

New Direction
Hipsher chosen
to lead Broncs
Associate head coach at Alabama for the last four seasons, Dan Hipsher has taken on a new role as the Broncs
men’s basketball head coach.
"He is a nationally known and well-respected veteran
coach who will increase our footprint in the state of Texas
and has the experience we were seeking as we transition our
men’s basketball program to the Western Athletic Conference this season," UTPA Director of Athletics Chris King
said.
Hipsher's knowledge and basketball acumen helped
turn Alabama into one of the toughest defensive units in
the country, while his eye for talent helped the Tide land
a top-five recruiting class. This past season, he helped
guide the Tide to a 23-13 record (12-7 SEC) and the NIT
Quarterfinals. Overall, Hipsher has a 238-182 (.567) record
as a head coach at Stetson University and the University of
Akron, including 142-107 (.570) in conference contests. He
has earned conference Coach of the Year honors three times
and regional coach of the year twice.
“The UTPA Athletics Department is clearly on the rise,
and I look forward to being a part of that,” Hipsher said.

2013 WAC
Bronc
Basketball
Home Schedule
Men's Basketball
Jan. 9, 7 p.m.
vs. Idaho*
Jan. 11, 7 p.m.
vs. Seattle*
Jan. 30, 7 p.m.
vs. Utah Valley*
Feb. 1, 7 p.m.
vs. CSU-Bakersfield*
Feb. 13, 7 p.m.
vs. Chicago State*
Feb. 15, 7 p.m.
vs. Missouri-Kansas City*
Feb. 19, 7 p.m.
vs. New Mexico State*

building success
Tidwell takes
on new challenge
Known for developing student-athletes who go on to
play professionally, Larry Tidwell, head coach at Lamar
University for the last six seasons, is now the new Broncs
women's basketball head coach.
“I am very grateful for this opportunity to be a part
of building the women’s basketball program at UTPA,”
Tidwell said. “With the outstanding leadership displayed
by Dr. Robert S. Nelsen and Director of Athletics Chris
King, I know our goals can be obtained.”
Tidwell, who officially replaced Denny Downing
on April 4, led the Cardinals to a 26-8 record (13-3
Southland), the second-highest win total in program
history, and the 2010 NCAA Tournament after winning
the Southland Conference Co-Championship and the
Southland Conference Tournament Championship,
enroute to earning Texas Association of Basketball
Coaches’ Coach of the Year honors.
“Coach Tidwell understands the purpose of preparing student-athletes for excellence in life, a quality I
value strongly," said King.

March 8, 7 p.m.
vs. Grand Canyon*

Women's
Basketball
Jan. 2, 7 p.m.
vs. Grand Canyon*
Jan. 16, 7 p.m.
vs. Missouri-Kansas City*
Jan. 18, 7 p.m.
vs. Chicago State*
Jan. 25, 7 p.m.
vs. New Mexico State
Feb. 6, 7 p.m.
vs. Seattle*
Feb. 8, 7 p.m.
vs. Idaho*
Feb. 27, 7 p.m.
vs. CSU-Bakersfield*
March 1, 7 p.m.
vs. Utah Valley*
*All home games will be played
at the UTPA Fieldhouse
For a complete schedule, visit
www.utpabroncs.com.
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Bronc Shorts

2013 Bronc
Volleyball
Home Schedule
Sept. 10, 6 p.m.
vs. University of the
Incarnate Word
Sept. 21, 3 p.m.
vs. Huston-Tillotson
University
Sept. 28, 2 p.m.
vs. New Mexico State
University

BRONCS CARE
The UTPA Baseball team was named one of six recipients of CollegeBaseballInsider.com's 2013 Tom
Walter Inspiration Award for its impact on the community on and off the field. In 2012, the team hosted numerous events – blood and bone marrow drives and even shaved their heads – to benefit Nolan
Naranjo, a youngster who suffers from aplastic anemia and is one of the Broncs biggest fans.
GIANT
Applause

selected in the MLB
Draft and the second
in as many years after
the Houston Astros
drafted third baseman
Angel Ibanez with the
first pick of the 28th
round (849th overall)
in last year's draft.

Right-handed pitcher
Dusten Knight became
the first Bronc to ever
be selected by the
San Francisco Giants
organization in the
MLB Draft. Knight was
selected by the Giants
with the 26th pick of
the 28th round (852nd
overall) of the MLB
Draft. During the 2013
season, Knight ranked
eighth in the NCAA
in strikeouts per nine
innings (11.08), 45th
in total strikeouts (96)
and 44th in complete
games (four), one of
which was a shutout.
The 96 strikeouts tied
for the 11th highest
single-season total
in program history.
Knight becomes the
33rd Bronc to ever be

STOKES NEW
TENNIS COACH

Sept. 30, 7 p.m.
vs. Utah Valley University
Oct. 3, 7 p.m.
vs. University of Idaho
Oct. 4, 7 p.m.
vs. Seattle University
Oct. 21, 7 p.m.
vs. Grand Canyon
University
Nov. 6, 7 p.m.
vs. Texas Southern
University
Nov. 7, 7 p.m.
vs. Chicago State University
Nov. 9, 2 p.m.
vs. CSU Bakersfield
Nov. 25
WAC Tournament
Quarterfinals
Nov. 26
WAC Tournament
Semifinals
Nov. 27
WAC Tournament
Championship
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Brandon Stokes,
who had previously
been the head coach
at Florida Atlantic
University (FAU), is
the new Broncs men's
tennis head coach. "We
are looking forward to
having Brandon lead
the men's tennis program into the Western
Athletic Conference,"
said Athletic Director
Chris King.
This season will be

the Broncs' first in the
WAC. "This is a ripe
moment for UTPA and
the department of athletics," Stokes said. "It
is exciting to be here at
the right time with the
right people headed in
a positive and powerful direction"
MAKING
THE GRADE

A record 103 student-athletes made the
Athletic Director Honor Roll by achieving
a GPA of at least 3.0
during the spring semester. Twenty-one of
those student-athletes
earned a perfect GPA
of 4.0. As a whole, the
department's GPA,
encompassing 165
student-athletes, was
3.13, up from 3.06

in the fall. Baseball
had the most student-athletes named
to the AD Honor Roll,
with 20, while men's
and women's tennis
tied for the highest
percentage, with all 17
student-athletes from
the tennis teams qualifying. Men's tennis
had the highest team
GPA, at 3.80. Women's
tennis had the highest
GPA among women's
teams at 3.69.
Buy season
tickets now
Get ready for the
2013-14 Bronc basketball season by purchasing your season
tickets now at
bronctickets.com. Tip
off is Nov. 8 for both
men's and women's
teams. Season tickets
start at just $50 for
women's basketball
and $75 for men's
basketball. You can
also purchase season
tickets by calling
UTPA Athletics at
(956) 665-2221.

©2011 The Coca-Cola Company. “Coca-Cola,” “open happiness” and the Contour Bottle are registered trademarks of The Coca-Cola Company.

The Coca-Cola Company
is proud to support
The New University
for all of South Texas

faculty matters

by Douglas Young

Dr. Dumitru Caruntu of the Department of Mechanical Engineering stands amidst the equipment
he acquired through a National
Science Foundation (NSF) grant and
watches as some of his undergraduate students prepare an experiment
in the University's Biomechanics
Laboratory, the only such facility
south of San Antonio.
Under the watchful eye of
Caruntu, senior Thania Martinez
readies a computer for the experiment, working alongside Adan
Salinas, another senior, who is being
outfitted with the sensors used to
examine the knee kinematics during
the experiment. Matthew Harlan, a
senior who already holds a degree in
biology, attaches the sensors while
he explains to an onlooker that
biomechanics is a lot of fun. The
three students talk comfortably as
they work.
For Martinez, interest in the
experiment is both personal and
professional. She first heard about
the biomechanics classes at UTPA
and the research being done on the
human knee joint after injuring her
knees in high school. Upon completion of her associates degree in
engineering at South Texas College,
she enrolled at the University to
learn more.
“The instrumentation system
we purchased with the NSF grant
does three things simultaneously,”
said Caruntu. “First, it has special
cameras that follow the reflections
from sensors placed on the subject,
then it measures the amount of
force that the subject’s foot puts on
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the floor while walking; then third,
it measures the electrical activity
given off by the muscle the subject is
using while walking. All of that data
is combined and can be analyzed
by the computer with a very high
degree of precision.”
Results garnered from such
experiments on the knee have a very
high practical value in South Texas.
“We’re not interested only in treating injured athletes; we also want
to help the overweight population
of the (Rio Grande) Valley. Many
obese people have knee problems.
Our data can be added to the body
of knowledge of knee mechanics.
Not only will other researchers learn
from our work, but Valley orthopedic surgeons can work on their
patients using the norms we have
established here,” noted Caruntu,
who won the UT System Regents'
Outstanding Teaching Award this
summer. “Soon, we hope to be
working with local medical researchers and surgeons.”
The installation of a Biomechanics Laboratory is a major leap forward for UTPA’s research capabilties
and a draw for students, said the
mechanical engineering professor.
"The program was started only three
years ago, yet has been so popular
as an elective that the classes are
oversubscribed."
“We have so many positive
things going on,” said Caruntu. “We
have the foundation to establish a
Biomechanics Research Center and
biomechanics program. We have
something that will improve the
quality of life for Valley residents.”

The

Write Stuff

Books by UTPA Faculty and Staff

FAT: The Story of My Life with My Body
Dr. Jean Braithwaite

Associate Professor, English
For Dr. Jean Braithwaite, associate professor of English at UTPA, her own struggle with her weight over
the years became the subject matter of FAT: The Story of My Life with My Body. Known as a "creative nonfiction" specialist, Braithwaite said her goal with the book is to influence the culture she lives in and try
to push it in a better direction. "I'd like for everyone in our culture to read it; I think a large percentage of
women and a fair number of men will recognize some of the thoughts and feelings of the protagonist; even
if they are not fat themselves, fat is likely something they fear," she said. "And for the rare person who has
never given much thought to being fat, it will introduce them to a phenomenon that consumes $60 billion
per year in the American economy and an even greater amount in personal anguish."

Same River, Different Water: A Veteran’s Journey from Vietnam to Viet Nam

Douglas Young
Office of Research Administration
Publisher’s Notes
The publication is not about your grandfather’s war but about the thriving country of today. It is the true
story of UTPA retiree Doug Young, a two-tour combat veteran, and his wife, a former U.S. Army nurse,
who met in Vietnam during the war and returned to live in the city of Hue in 2005-06.

Tuba Tutor

Scott Roeder
Assistant Professor, Dance & Music
Publisher’s Notes
Tuba Tutor is a collection of etudes for tuba based on the most popular repertoire for this particular
instrument. This guide is arranged alphabetically by composer and the solos are presented separately by
chapter for easy reference. This is an excellent reference for students, teachers and performers.

..

The Gulen Hizmet Movement: Circumspect Activism in Faith-Based Reform

Dr. Christopher L. Miller
Dr. Tamer Balci
Assistant Professor, History & Philosophy Associate Professor, History & Philosophy
Publisher’s Notes
The volume covers the origins, historical development and ideas of one of the largest and most influential
Islamic movements in the world, the Gülen Hizmet Movement. It covers various characteristics of the
movement from Gülen's unconventional oratory to his educational philosophy.

Flash Retail: Succeeding with a Pop-up Business

Dr. Michael Minor
Professor, Marketing
Publisher’s Notes
This 29-page book is a short but clear guide to pop-up stores. Emphasis is on making the decision on
whether popups are a good format for you.
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Reaching
for the Stars
As scientific research
continues to flourish and
expand at the UTPA, Dr.
Hyun-chul Lee brings a
new discipline – and a
passion for the stars for
his students.

24 | Los Arcos • Summer/Fall 2013

His discipline is big and his plans are bigger. Dr.
Hyun-chul Lee studies the stars, or more specifically,
he studies galaxies. His plans are to grow the discipline of astronomy at the UTPA.
After five years of post-doctoral research at
Washington State University under a large grant
from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Lee then brought his passion for astronomy
to South Texas.
With his NASA grant funds, he has access to the
use of the Hubble Space Telescope, working with Dr.
John Blakeslee of the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory in Canada, Dr. Young-Wook Lee of Yonsei
University in Korea and Dr. Joseph Jensen at Utah
Valley University to determine the chemical composition and star formation history of certain galaxies.
His NASA funding was supplemented in 2009
and 2010 by grants from the Space Telescope Science
Institute, again to explore galaxies.
Since
byhis
Gailarrival
Fagan at UTPA in 2009, he has attracted more than 700 students a year into his introductory classes – enough to warrant the creation of an
astronomy minor. The rapid growth of the program

has led to hopes of creating a major in astronomy
and, eventually, a graduate program.
As part of these ambitious plans, Lee hopes to
build an observatory for students to use in their
research. Owing to the light pollution on campus,
he is hoping to create an observatory with remotely operating and robotically controlled telescopes
located at the Moore Field Air Base north of Mission.
Students and researchers would be able to control
the telescopes from their computers at home or on
campus.
Helping Lee in his efforts are undergraduate
research students like Juan Guzman, who was once
an art major but, after taking an astronomy course,
changed his academic focus.
“I think many of them are interested in astronomy because they are curious,” Lee said of his
students. “Things all people want to know: 'Where
did we come from?' 'Why are we here?' 'What is the
history of our home planet?'”
As long as there are questions to be answered
and mysteries of the universe to be solved, Lee will
continue his quest.

List of

College Level

Winners

Four UTPA faculty members took home the institution's top awards this spring for their first-rate work in the
categories of teaching, research, service and mentorship. Co-sponsored by the Office of the Provost and the
UTPA Foundation Board, the awards ceremony first recognizes faculty nominated by their peers in those
areas at the college level.

College of Arts
and Humanities:

Dr. Marcy McMahon, teaching
Dr. Ramiro Rea, service
Dr. Richard Phillips, mentoring

College of Business
Administration:

Dr. Vishal Midha, teaching
Dr. Francis Andoh Baidoo, research
Dr. Lai Liu, service

College of
Education:

Dr. Ralph Carlson, research
Dr. Hilda Medrano, service

College of
Engineering and
Computer Science:
At UTPA, since
2003, he has advised
and mentored more
than 2,100 students
and is consistently
rated highly by his
students. Tarawneh
is a tireless recruiter and advisor to
students in helping
them to obtain internships and jobs.

"You have to be
able to have your
teaching styles
have a good
balance between
stuff that can be
written on the
board, stuff online
and stuff that is
engaging to students...because
not everyone
learns the same."

He is a world leader
in an important
area of mathematical physics called
integrable systems
and has a number of
mathematical models named after him,
i.e. the "Qiao equation." His research
includes applications
in fields as diverse as
telecommunications
and turbulence. Qiao
has supported more
than 20 undergraduate and graduate
students through
his external research
and educational
grants.

"This recognition
stimulates faculty
to do research,
and even deeper
research."

Under his leadership,
a program was established to enhance
passing rates of
introductory math
courses, a Ph.D.
program in mathematics was submitted and approved
by the UT System
Board of Regents.
He also developed
and implemented a
mathematics faculty
mentor program
and external review
process for faculty.

"We inspire them
(students), we
stimulate them,
we try to impart
knowledge and
educate them so
they can become
successful in
their lives."

Under a New Faculty
Support Program
established in 2007,
Hernandez served
as a faculty mentor
to help Dr. Maritza
De la Trinidad, who
started at UTPA
in Fall 2012 as an
assistant professor
of history, manuever her way around
UTPA.

"When I started
in the Fall of 2006
the University
did not have a
mentoring system
in place. I really
commend the
university leadership for doing
this because it
helps retain great
faculty and helps
them stay."

Dr. Constantine Tarawneh, teaching
Dr. Artem Chebotko, research
Dr. Robert J. Jones, service
Dr. Karen Lozano, mentoring

College of Health
Sciences and
Human Services:

Dr. Karen Chandler, teaching
Dr. Shawn Saladin, research
Dr. Will Baker, service
Dr. Charlene Blankenship, mentoring

College of Social
and Behavioral
Sciences:

Dr. Thomas Pozorski, research
Dr. Gary Montgomery, service
Dr. Sheila Pozorski, mentoring

College of
Science and
Mathematics:

Dr. Narayan Bhat, teaching
Dr. Zhijun Qiao, research
Dr. Lokenath Debnath, service
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A Big

Texas

game
changer

1

We’ve come a long way since December 2012 when UT System Chancellor Francisco
Cigarroa unveiled bold plans to transform higher education in the Rio Grande Valley.
We’ve come a long way since Representative Rene Olivera and Senator Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa introduced bills in the Texas Legislature to create a "New University" for South
Texas. We’ve come a long way since May 2013, when Senate Bill 24 was passed unanimously by both the Texas House and the Senate, demonstrating a united commitment
to higher education in the Rio Grande Valley. We’ve come a long way indeed.
The wheels are finally in motion, and a "New
University" is officially on its way to South Texas.
We don’t know what the name will be. We don’t
know what the colors will be, and we don’t know
what the mascot will be. But we do know one
thing — this historic move will unite The University of Texas-Pan American, The University
of Texas at Brownsville and the UT Regional
Academic Health Center (RAHC) into a single
bicultural, biliterate, binational institution that
will span the Rio Grande Valley and enroll some
28,000 students when it opens in Fall 2015. And
that’s a very good thing to know.
This "New University," the bold vision of UT
Chancellor Cigarroa and the UT Board of Re-
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gents, brings with it a UT legacy never available
to UTPA and UTB—access to the well-endowed
Permanent University Fund.
The plan for the "New University," which
will include a new school of medicine for South
Texas, is for it to become an emerging research
institution with the goal of graduating 200
doctoral students a year and employing 1,500
faculty. It will also have a goal of $40 million
in research expenditures that will grow to $100
million in our lifetime. That is a tremendous
economic boost for the Rio Grande Valley.
“This historic new university is a
game-changer for South Texas, a cutting-edge,
high-tech institution that will improve

2

By the
Numbers
Student enrollment of

28,000
$11

3

million in
research
expenditures

A

$70.5

4

million endowment

$419
million total
operating budget

6

5

7,000
new jobs may be
created in the Valley

the quality of jobs, and quality of
lives, for everyone in the Rio Grande
Valley,” said Governor Rick Perry when
he came to the Valley on July 16 for two
ceremonial signings of Senate Bill 24, the legislation that was unanimously passed by the State
Legislature to create the new institution.
By combining the resources and assets of
UTPA, UTB and the RAHC, which has facilities
in Harlingen, Edinburg and Brownsville, the new
university will transform the quality of life, health
and economic prosperity of the region and create
global leaders in innovation, research, health care
and student success.
“A great University of Texas institution is well
underway here in the Rio Grande Valley and we are
taking bold and decisive steps toward the special day
only two years from now when the doors open to an
even brighter future for the students and families of
this great region of Texas,” Chancellor Cigarroa told
the crowds gathered at UTPA and UTB on July 16.
Though there are many steps to be taken
before the dream is a reality, the new university
has already been allotted $40 million, bringing
important resources to the region for the first time.

7
In addition, the UT System Board of Regents has
approved the allocation of $100 million over the
next 10 years to accelerate the pace of transitioning
the RAHC to a school of medicine.

Now What?

There are still many questions to be answered
about this new university – such as "what is it going to be named?" For now, UT System is referring
to this initiative as “Project South Texas”; UT Pan
American President Robert S. Nelsen has jokingly
dubbed it “UT-TBD (To Be Determined).”
But new names are always welcome in Bronc
Country. As a matter a fact, UTPA has had six
different names in its 86-year history – Edinburg
College, Edinburg Junior College, Edinburg Regional College, Pan American College, Pan American University and, then in 1989, The University
of Texas-Pan American. “We have seen numerous
rebirths of this university," said Nelsen. "Throughout the decades, this evolution has been deliberate
and each change has brought greater resources to
the Valley and helped thousands more students."
The next will be the biggest yet — and will carry a
very powerful punch.

1. Governor Rick Perry poses with
UT System, university and political
officials before he ceremonially
signed S.B. 24. 2. Students excited
to see Perry on campus. 3. Future
Broncs welcome the governor
and UT System officials on July
16. 4. Bucky the Bronc welcomes
UT System Chancellor Francisco
Cigarroa. 5. Hidalgo County Judge
Ramon Garcia (left) greets former
Congressman Kika de la Garza
at a reception. 6. The cities of
Edinburg, Brownsville, Harlingen
and McAllen collaborate to create
the Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa
Scholarship Endowment.
7. The UTPA Mariachi entertain
the crowd at the Student Union.
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“All of us at
South Texas
College share in
the excitement
about the new
university and
are committed
to expanding partnerships between
the two institutions. There will
be new opportunities for both
institutions to work collaboratively
for the success of all students in the
Valley. Maintaining the seamless
transfer process for students that
has been developed will become
even more critical since South Texas
College is the pathway for so many
students to the university.”

-Dr. Shirley Reed
South Texas College President

“Congratulations
to our education
partners – UTB
and UTPA! In
recognizing
the many
opportunities
this merger and medical school will
bring to South Texas, TSTC celebrates
this historic moment with you. We
are particularly excited about the
expanded options this brings to the
many TSTC students who transfer
to your institutions to continue their
educations as Broncs and Ocelots. It’s
certainly a great time to be in the Rio
Grande Valley.”

-Dr. Cesar Maldonado, P.E.
Texas State Technical
College President

“Texas Southmost College looks forward to our new
collaborative relationship with the forthcoming Valleywide University of Texas. Our hope is that the expanded
educational opportunities afforded by the re-establishment
of TSC as an open admissions community college, the
formation of the new university, and the continuing
relationships with our educational partners located
throughout the Rio Grande Valley, will help improve the quality of life for
residents living in the communities in which we serve.”

-Dr. Lily F. Tercero
Texas Southmost College President

“The impact to
our communities
of finally having
a medical school
will be enormous
in 10–20 years.”

-Dr. Bruce J. Reed
Rehabilitation
Professor
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“It’s a great opportunity for the
Valley. I think most staff are
dedicated to the area or are
from here, so they see this as
something they should
help with.”
-Liana Ryan
Institutional Research and
Effectiveness, Planning and
Assessment Coordinator

“This new change will give the youth an
opportunity to fulfill their dreams of a higher
education degree without having to leave home.
I think it is great that the doctors who graduate
from the medical school will be able to help take
care of the Valley because they grew up in the
communities they will serve.”

-Maria Socorro Sandoval (BA ’69, MA ’76)
Edinburg CISD Special Education Supervisor

what people are sayin'
“The new university gives students more options
when deciding their future. A medical school in
the Valley means we will not have to leave home
to be a doctor.”

-Andrea Mendiola
Junior, Pre-Dental Major

“It’s a good change because it means
improvement and we are moving forward. I’m
glad that I will be a part of the new university as
a graduate student.”

-Karla A. Castillo (BA ’13)

“Having a tier 1 university in the region will
transform how business is done by opening new
opportunities for the Rio Grande Valley to grow
economically.”

-Daniel Cardenas (BFA '10)

“I started school here when it was Edinburg
Junior College and then it progressed to
Edinburg Regional College. To see it now is
amazing. It is going to be a tremendous asset.”

what is the
Facebook
community
sayin'?

"Awesome, we
need doctors in
the Valley."
"Now all it needs
is a cool name lol"
"It's about time!"
"Awesome!"
"Woo-hoo I would
like to get a Ph.D"
"This is great for
the Valley we are
the forgotten
ones. Finally our
kids can stay
in the Valley
graduate from
high school to
medical school.
I have faith this
merger will pass."

-Roel (Roy) Martinez
UTPA Foundation Trustee and 2M Ranch President

“I am very happy with the
new university and additions,
including the medical research
school in Harlingen, which
should create much needed jobs,
but I would prefer to leave the
Broncs mascot as it has been.”

-Dan Martinez (BBA ’78)
Managing Partner/CEO, M&A
(Martinez & Associates, L.P.)

“We’re part of history and to me that’s
extremely exciting.”

-Aaron Barreiro,
Student Government Association President

“I don’t see it as a loss of Pan American because all
that rich history and tradition is going to continue.”

– Arnoldo Mata (BA ’81)
UTPA Alumni Association Board President
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BRONC
COUNTRY

1845
The discovery of oil
in West Texas and
the authorization
to UT Austin to
control the oil
and mineral rights
are what created
the Permanent
University Fund
(PUF). This money
is still used to this
day for improving
the infrastructure,
buildings and
technology of the
schools in the
UT System.

Transforms

Since its inception in 1927, Bronc Country
has experienced a lot of change – all good for
the students and the community. The University of Texas-Pan American has had six name
changes and has transformed the lives of more
than 76,000 alumni. Current student enrollment
has surpassed 20,000, and it is predicted that the
new university will open with 28,000 students, a
number that will probably skyrocket in just a few
semesters as more and more Rio Grande Valley
students make higher education a priority in
their lives.
Over its eight decades, UT Pan American has
been the shining light for many first-generation
students who probably would not have had an
opportunity of a college education if it weren't
for the campus situated in their own backyard.
In Fall 2015, that campus will become home
to a new university with a wider reach, a medical
school and access to the Permanent University
Fund (PUF), which has never before been available to the region.

Thanks to the prehistoric creatures that
once roamed West Texas and our current
forward-thinking state legislators who shared a
vision with UT Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa
and the UT Board of Regents, the new uni6,217
versity will get a big taste of "Texas Tea"
from the Permanent
University Fund ensuring
growth and prosperity for
its programs, facilities,
enrollment – and the
entire Rio Grande
Valley.
1,537

783

211
196

1927
Edinburg
by College
Gail Fagan
opens its doors as a
two-year community
college with a tuition
of $20 for nonresident students.
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1933
Edinburg College
becomes Edinburg
Junior College.

1948
The college once
again changes its
identity...this time to
Edinburg Regional
College.

1952
A new era in higher
education for the
Valley – a four-year
institution named
Pan American
College.

1971
Pan American
University was
born.

YEARS

THE NEW
UNIVERSITY

Timeline

20K

19,302

This is a list of important things that
must happen in the upcoming
months for the new university to
become fully realized.

SEPTEMBER 2013

12,090

10K

STUDENT ENROLLMENT

YEARS

30K

28,000

Collaborative work begins on new
university mission, goals, curriculum
and academic programs, organizational
structure, administrative functions, etc.

OCTOBER 2013
Marketing efforts underway to promote
new university to regional, state,
national and international communities

5K

NOV-DEC 2013
Name for the new university finalized

JAN-FEB 2014
President of new university announced

JAN-DEC 2014
1K

Recruitment of inaugural class
is underway

APRIL 2015
New university prospectus due to
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools (SACS)

500

JUNE 2015
SACS approves new university

AUGUST 2015
Inaugural class enrolls in new university

AUGUST 2016
100
1989
The University
of Texas-Pan
American arrives,
made possible by
the historic merger
between Pan
American University
and UT System.

2013
The creation of a
new university by
the Texas legislature;
signed by Governor
Perry on June 14.

School of medicine is expected to enroll
its first class

2015
Inaugural class
expected to enroll
in the university with
an estimated 28,000
students.

For more information about
the new university, visit
ProjectSouthTexas.com.
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Where are they now?
1950s

LuAnn Alexander (BA '55,

MEd '73 and '78), a Pan American
College tennis legend, was inducted into the 2013 class of the Rio
Grande Valley Sports Hall of Fame
for her 42 years of coaching tennis to
countless Valley youngsters.

1970s

Congratulations to Frank Gonzales (MEd ’72), who celebrates his

50th year in education. With no plans
to retire, Gonzales works as a math
teacher at PSJA Memorial High.

Raul “Doc Z” Zamarripa

(BA ’74), a Brownsville native, was
recently inducted into the 2013 class
of the Rio Grande Valley Sports
Hall of Fame for his 39 years as a
high school athletic trainer. Raul is
currently the head athletic trainer at
Harlingen High School.

With more than 24 years experience
in law, Ricardo N. Gonzalez
(MEd ’81), originally from McAllen,
is the owner and attorney for
Ricardo N. Gonzalez & Associates
in Houston.

Elías Longoria, Jr. (BBA ’85)
was selected by his colleagues to
serve as the Mayor Pro Tem for the
City of Edinburg. Elias also held a
position as a city council member in
his hometown of Edinburg.
Ismael Garcia (BBA '86, MEd

'90), was recently appointed the new
superintendent for Rio Hondo ISD.

Javier Palomarez

(BBA '86) was named
one of Poder Magazine's "Top 100 Green

Leaders" in its April-May 2013 issue.
Javier, president and CEO of the U.S.
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
based in Washington, D.C., helped
oversee the creation of the Green
Business Initiative, which educates
Latino entrepreneurs about sustainability and helps them develop
long-term environmentally friendly
business plans, according to the
magazine.

Ruben O.
Villarreal (BCJ ’86)

leads Rio Grande City,
a town of more than
14,000, as its current
mayor. He is also active in numerous
community organizations and is a
father to four sons.

Eva J. Ornelas (BA '76) was
selected to lead the UTPA Austin
Alumni Chapter as its new president.
Daniel King (BS '76, MEd '77),
superintendent of the Pharr-San
Juan-Alamo Independent School
District, participated in the Clinton
Global Initiative, June 13-14 in Chicago. He took part in the summit’s
Reconnecting Youth work sessions
in which he talked about his success
with the school district. In addition,
he was among 16 educators recognized as “Leaders to Learn From” in
the April 2013 Education Week.

1980s

Arnoldo Mata

(BA ’81), owner of
Mercedes Donuts,
was elected the new
president of the UTPA
Alumni Association.
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Texas Governor Rick
Perry appointed McAllen
Municipal Judge Ernest Aliseda (‘86) to
The University of Texas
System Board of Regents.

Patsy Sanchez-Paredes (BSW

'87), one of the fastest women to ever
run on the tracks in the Rio Grande
Valley and a Pan American University
track and field standout, was inducted into the 2013 Rio Grande Valley
Sports Hall of Fame.

1990s

Dr. Ruben
Alejandro

(MEd ’92), a native of
Weslaco, currently leads
one of Rio Grande Valley’s top rated
school districts, Weslaco ISD, as its
superintendent of schools. He has
served the school district for more
than 35 years.

Gerardo Tafolla

(‘92) currently holds the
District 4 city commission seat for the City of
Weslaco.

David R. Fox (BCJ
’93) is making a difference in his community
of Weslaco by serving
as the District 1 city
commissioner.

1960s
Aida C. Escobar (BS ’61, MEd ’75), a former Pharr-San JuanAlamo school district educator and administrator, was celebrated in
February 2013 with the dedication of a new PSJA elementary school
named in her honor. She retired in 2004 after 43 years of service to
the district and was instrumental for getting the school district on the
map for academic achievement. The naming of the Aida C. Escobar
Elementary School is a fitting tribute to the dedicated Bronc as she
was also the first Hispanic woman to hold administrative positions
within the school district.

Katy ISD recently named Kristi
Sides (BA ’94) Elementary Teacher
of the Year. Sides teaches third grade
at Stanley Elementary. She is also
involved in community service and is
a deacon for her church.

Sandy Pollock

(BA '95), co-owner of
Casserole Queens, a
food delivery business
in Austin, dished out a
great new cookbook in

recruit new businesses and boost tourism for
the small border town.

Casandra Lynn Garcia (BA

’04), who grew up in Edinburg, is
currently working for U.S. Senator
Ted Cruz as his South Texas
Regional Director. She previously
worked for Texas Agriculture Commissioner
Todd Staples as the Regional Field Representative in the South Texas Region at the Texas
Department of Agriculture.

Jorge Aaron Lozano (BA ’04), a journalism
teacher at PSJA Memorial High School, earned
his Master of Educational Administration in
Spring 2013 from Lamar University. He plans
to pursue a doctorate at the new university in
South Texas.
August 2013 called “The Casserole Queens
Make-A-Meal Cookbook.” This is the second
cookbook for the culinary diva.

Agustin “Gus” Garcia Jr. (BBA ’96) was
appointed as the executive director for the Edinburg Economic Development Corporation. In
his new role, the former Edinburg mayor pro tem
will attract new businesses and help existing
companies expand in the city.

2000s

Dr. Cristel Escalona (BS ’00) was hired

as the first full-time medical doctor at UT Pan
American’s Student Health Services.

Christian Navarro (BS ’00)

is currently the athletic director
for Edcouch-Elsa ISD. He was
previously the head football coach
at Valley View High School.

Dalia Aleman (BA ’01), who teaches eighth

grade social studies at Memorial Middle School
at La Joya ISD, was voted the district’s Secondary Teacher of the Year.

Ryan Henry (BA ’02) was named the new
editor of The Brownsville Herald. He previously
served as the publication’s managing editor.
Miki McCarthy (BA ’02,

MA ’10) was appointed the new
executive director for the Alamo
Economic Development Corporation. McCarthy is no stranger to the
arena of economic development, having been
at the helm at the San Juan EDC for five years
as well as having served the Pharr EDC the two
years prior.

Robert Rodriguez (BA ’03) serves as the
water operations manager for the North Alamo
Water Supply Corp. He is responsible for three
departments and oversees three supervisors
and 10 water plants, and coordinates safety for
the company and keeps up with regulations set
by EPA and the Texas Commission of Environmental Quality.
Matt Ruszczak (BA ’03, MBA ’05), the former president and CEO of the Greater Mission
Chamber of Commerce, was named the city
manager of Rio Grande City. His main goal is to

Cindy O. Mata (BA ’04)

returned to her alma mater to work
as the new associate director for
the UT Pan American Student
Union. Cindy is thrilled to be back
in Bronc Country.

Elizabeth Canchola (BA ’05), a teacher at

PSJA Memorial High School, earned her Master
in Educational Administration at UTPA in Spring
2013. She plans to pursue a doctorate from the
new university to be created in South Texas.

Danielle Sekula (BBA ’06)

was recently named integrated
pest management entomologist for
cotton, grain sorghum and corn at
the Texas A&M AgriLife Research
and Extension Center at Weslaco.

Morgan Priolo (BS ’06) has accepted a job
as senior research engineer with 3M in Minnesota. He is married to Nicole (Boychuk) Priolo (BA
’06) and they have a son named Josh.
Joey Cadena (’06), a fellow of the American
Academy of Orthopedic Manual Physical Therapists, opened PhysioSports Therapy, the only
specialized manual orthopedic physical therapy
center in the Rio Grande Valley.
Salvador Chacon (BA ’07) has

acted in numerous commercials
– Levis 501, McDonalds, Hyundai
– and has appeared in several TV/
film roles as well. Currently living in
Los Angeles, you can see what Salvador is up
to by checking out salvadorchacon.com.

Brenda Ochoa (BA ’07), currently a first

grade teacher at John F. Kennedy Elementary at
La Joya ISD, was named Elementary Teacher of
the Year for the entire district. She has taught in
LJISD since 2009.

Steven Ramirez (BA ’07) has established
Traditionally Texan, LLC, a fine home and garden
strategy company in Houston. His new business
focuses on landscape installations.
Santa Hernandez Garcia (BFA ’08,

MA ’11) returned to her alma mater to share
her creativity and expertise as an assistant art
director at Studio Twelve01, a component of
UTPA’s award-winning Office of Marketing and
Communications.

BRONCS
WE’LL MISS
MORGAN
TALBOT

(BA ’74)
A longtime friend
and supporter
of The University
of Texas-Pan
American,
Morgan Talbot
passed away May 29, 2013.
Born July 29, 1928, in Jonesboro,
La., Talbot was a member of the UT
Pan American Foundation Board of
Trustees for more than 23 years. He
served as chairman from 1994-1997
and was a member of the Estate
Planning Committee, established in
1999 to foster the development of
planned gifts for the Foundation.
During his long-standing service to
the University, he recognized the
value of higher education and the
importance of building a greater
UT Pan American for the people of
the Rio Grande Valley. He provided
invaluable advice to the University and
the Foundation and participated in the
development of significant fundraising
projects to benefit the University and
its students.
“Morgan Talbot was a very important
member of our Bronc family, and we
are indebted to him for his dedication,
time and service to UT Pan American
as a member of our Foundation
Board of Trustees. He exemplified
leadership and was instrumental
in creating a brighter future for our
campus and students. He will truly be
missed," said Veronica Gonzales, vice
president for University Advancement.
Talbot began his law practice with
Ewers and Toothaker Law Firm
McAllen and became the managing
partner of the firm. At the time of
his passing, he was the managing
partner of the law firm of Talbot &
Talbot, where he practiced law with
his son, Mark. Board certified in
Estate Law and Probate Law by the
Texas Board of Legal Specialization,
Talbot practiced law for 56 years.
He is survived by his wife of 55
years Jane Mitchell Talbot (BA ’74).
He is also survived by Mark Mitchell
Talbot, son; Morgan Leslie Talbot,
grandson; and Lauren Abigail Talbot,
granddaughter.
To honor Talbot’s memory, the family
is requesting donations be made in
his honor to The UTPA Foundation,
1201 West University Drive,
Edinburg, Texas 78539.

www.utpa.edu/los-arcos
29
utpa.edu/los-arcos | 33

Class Notes

Imanol Miranda (BFA ’09) held his first solo
art exhibition called “Life in the Valley” at the South
Texas College Technology Campus Library. The
exhibit depicted local people working ordinary
jobs, in an effort to highlight those who may risk
social exclusion.
The Pittsburgh Pirates hired Osiel Flores (BGS
’09) as a roving catching instructor for the major
league team. He will travel between Bradenton,
Fla., and the Pirates’ Dominican Academy where
players are developed.

2010s

Gabriel Garcia (BA '12) was

recognized as the April 2013 Moreno/Rangel Fellow of the Month by the
Texas Legislature's Mexican American
Legislative Caucus. Gabriel, who
is originally from Tampico, Tamaulipas, Mexico,
analyzes legislation and helps shape public policy
in the office of Texas State Representative Roland
Gutierrez.

Luis Carlos Segura (BS ’13) started medical
school in July at the Alabama College of Osteopathic Medicine. This summer he was also invited
to conduct biomedical research for a third year at
the Mayo Clinic where he worked in an anesthesiology research lab, focusing on lung diseases.

Engaged & Just Married

High school sweethearts Amanda
Perez (BA '11) and Andy Sotelo will

Fabiola De la Garza Balderas
Cynthia Edee Alcocer (BBA ’09) After reconnecting on Facebook,
married John Isaac Garcia on February Ana Liza Garcia (BA ’05) married (BA '09) married William Clinton

marry on March 15, 2014 in Edinburg.

9, 2013 in Mission.

Richard Sauceda on December 1,
2012 in Los Fresnos.

Baird on June 15, 2013 in Querétaro,
Mexico. The couple lives in Houston.

Daniela Resendez (BA ’05) of
McAllen, married Franco Breciano
in Tulum, Mexico. The couple now
resides in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Priscilla Moralez (BA '05)

Laura García Avilés (BA ’08)

married Saul Garcia on April 20,
2013. She received her master’s degree in communication a month later.

Cody Hamer (BSEE '01) married

married Bertrand Paul Cinquin in
Berkeley, Calif. on June 29, 2013.

Jeanette L Benavides (BBA
’09) and Roberto Benavides welcomed Julia Alize to the world on
May 9, 2013 in Weslaco. Julia’s older
siblings include Josephine Alice and
Jesus Antonio.

Dylan Eleazar Martinez was born
March 22, 2013 to Melissa
Vasquez (BA ’98) and Efrain
Martinez (BA ’00) in Edinburg.
Dylan joins big sister Emma Melanie.

Ian Michael Alvarado was born April
28, 2013 to Victoria Renee
Alvarado (BA'09) and Michael
Lee Alvarado (BBA '09). Ian is
the grandson of Rick Villarreal
(BBA '85).

Haley O'Neil on May 11, 2013 in Fort
Worth. He is the son of alums, Jody
(BA' 04) and Bill (BBA '74) Hamer.

Future Broncs

Roberto Castro (BFA ’05) and
Nimsi Castro (BA ’06) are the

proud parents of their little princess
Anelie, who was born on July 22,
2013 in McAllen.
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BRONCS WE’LL MISS
ALBERT L. JEFFERS

Albert Lavern Jeffers, a noted
philanthropist and friend of UT
Pan American, died Aug. 10,
2013 in McAllen, after a long
illness.
Born in Duff, Ind., on Feb.12,
1925, Jeffers led an interesting
life that took him aboard a naval submarine as a
sailor in the U.S. Navy; he even danced with two of
Hollywood’s leading ladies Judy Garland and Irene
Dunne. He also became a top patent attorney
and went on to own a nationally recognized horse
breeding farm (Mary Lea Jeffers Farm) in Flat Rock,
Ill. Not bad for a kid who grew up a child of the
Depression and would receive one pair of white
leather shoes each year for Easter and in the fall
they were dyed black.
Jeffers established his firm of Jeffers, Hoffman,
and Niewyk, a highly respected patent law firm in
Indiana. He was internationally recognized as an
expert witness in intellectual property law, doing
work in Japan, China, Russia, Germany, Denmark,
Italy, France, England, Canada and Mexico. When
he visited China in the 1970s, he was consulted
by government officials in the People’s Republic of
China as they began establishing their patent laws.
He was admitted to practice before the Supreme
Court of the United States. He retired from his

AARON VINCENT JUAREZ

legal work in 1990 at the age of 65.
In 1970, he built a Standardbred breeding farm in
Flat Rock, Ill. where he experienced extraordinary
success because of his hard work with horses that
he bred and raced, holding both state and national
records.
After his retirement, Jeffers began spending part
of each year as a Winter Texan in McAllen. He
became a friend of UT Pan American, donating at
that time the largest gift ever given by an individual
to the university, $2.6 million. In recognition, the
Albert L. Jeffers Theater at the university was
named for him. A philanthropist at heart, he donated generously to his alma mater, the University of
Evansville, as well as to Southern Illinois University.
He believed in the power of education to change
people’s lives and our society for the better, and
his passion led to supporting many student scholarships as well as making outright gifts.
Despite his many achievements, Jeffers would
always say his family was his greatest pride and
joy. In his final years, he would frequently muse,
“I’ve had a good life.”
Jeffers is survived by his wife, Mary Lea, daughter
Adele Jeffers Everett, grandsons Joel and Isaac,
and great-grandsons Miles and Nathan.

MAYELI ELIZABETH SABALA

A golden heart
stopped beating
June 1 when Aaron
Vincent Juarez
passed.

Although young,
he had a mind far
beyond his years,
but was still so young at heart.
While living in Corpus Christi, he
worked as a physician assistant at the
Kingsville Medical Center and Christus
Spohn Portland Urgent.
Growing up in La Feria, he was known
as an athlete, church member and
respectable young man. He graduated fourth in his 2005 La Feria High
School class and participated in various sports and extracurricular activities
during his time there. When he wasn’t
helping patients, he could be found
playing basketball or at the gym. But
on weekends, he danced. At the end
of each week, he looked forward to
those few hours when he could glide
across the dance floor, turning heads
every step of the way.
As a man close to his family, he made
frequent visits back home to be with
his loved ones. Aaron is survived by his
parents Fabian and Nora Juarez and
younger sister Lea Juarez.

RENE RIOJAS JR.

Aaron led a steadfast life, never giving
up on himself or anything he set his
mind to. He graduated magna cum
laude from UTPA with his bachelor’s
degree in biology in 2009 and went
on to receive his master’s degree from
UTPA as a physician assistant in 2011.
After spending time in the field, Aaron’s goal was to eventually go back to
school to pursue a career as a doctor
in a family practice.

FERNANDO SAENZ SR.

His dream continues with the Aaron
Vincent Juarez Scholarship for UTPA
students aspiring to become a physician assistant as well. He now rests at
Heavenly Grace Memorial Park in La
Feria. Aaron Vincent Juarez may have
only been on this earth 25 years, but
he left behind memories and a legacy
that will last forever.

Known for her involvement in campus organizations and for being a ray of sunshine to
everyone who knew her, Mayeli Elizabeth Sabala, the epitome of what a true Bronc should
always strive to be, passed away May 20, 2013 in Harlingen from complications of Lupus.
Mayeli was to graduate in Spring 2013 with a degree in political science with a minor in
English; her degree was awarded postumously. Sabala’s lifelong dream was to become
an immigration attorney.

Passed away on August 4, 2013 at his home surrounded by his loving family, at the age
of 45. Upon graduation from Edcouch-Elsa High School, he attended UT Pan American
where he obtained a bachelor's degree and a Master of Business Administration.
Throughout his life Rene believed that education, hard work, believing in yourself and
never quitting until you completed what you started was the key to success.

Passed away on August 13, 2013 at the age of 42. In spite of his strong will, courage and
determination, he lost his battle with cancer. He began his law career working with local
attorneys and ultimately opened his own practice, The Law Office of Fernando Saenz. He
earned a master's in public administration from UTPA in 2004. Fernando touched the lives
of many people through his work, generosity, kindness, and simply by sharing his genuine
smile.

ANNAYANCY R. "ANNA" GARZA

Passed away August 7, 2013 at her residence after battling a lengthy illness. Anna was very creative and
enjoyed drawing and writing. She also had a passion for music and scary movies. She is survived by her son
Jaden, her daughter Gisele and numerous family members. Anna graduated from Memorial High School in
McAllen and attended UT Pan American.

– By Lea Victoria Juarez

YOU HAVE NEWS?
WE WANT IT.
UTPA wants to hear from you and find out
what you have been up to since graduation.
Send us your news and photos about what is
going on in your professional and personal life.
Email us at losarcos@utpa.edu.
Please include your degree and graduation
year with your information.
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BRONCS FOREVER
We’ve been proud Broncs
since 1927
and always will be.

For years, the UTPA Alumni Association has provided a touchpoint to help a lumni stay
connected to their alma mater. Today, as the University begins writing its
final chapter before becoming a part of South Texas’ “New University,” every former
student is invited to help make history by adding your name to the honor roll of
proud alumni who have helped lay the foundation for a new emerging research
university for the Rio Grande Valley — Semper Porro. Broncs Forever.
Join the Alumni Association and a local chapter today: (956) 665-2500 • BroncCountry.UTPA.edu
Austin • Dallas/Fort Worth • Houston • San Antonio • Rio Grande Valley • Washington D.C.

alumni profile

It all started when UTPA alumnus Ali Naqvi
packed up his belongings and moved out west.
Fellow Broncs Daisy Alvarez and Eric Salazar soon
followed suit, and by the end of the year, John
Flores and Paul Davila joined their friends and
colleagues in California in pursuit of their dreams
of having a career in the film industry.
"Ali and I decided, 'What do we have to lose if
we just packed up and left?' We're always going to
wonder, 'What if ' if we don't, so we might as well
go ahead and do it," Alvarez said.
The five, along with a couple of friends they
made in California, found a seven-bedroom home
in the Los Angeles area and began taking odd jobs
in the film industry to make ends meet and build
connections.
But it was a goofy stunt Salazar performed one
day while some of the housemates were getting
ready for work that began the project that has
gained the attention of Hollywood: The House on
South Bronson web series.
"We were really bored one day and it was when
we had lulls in work," Naqvi said. "Paul and Daisy
were here ... and Eric just decided he was going to
fall down the stairs. So I said, 'Hey Paul, let's shoot
this.'"
They used that 45-second clip as a teaser to
promote their web series, which chronicles the
lives of the house's residents through skits written,
shot, directed, produced and edited by them.
Some of their work, including the skit "Pakistani Alarm Clock," has been featured on the
popular online comedy site, FunnyorDie.com,
which was co-founded by actor and comedian Will
Ferrell.
The group has also worked with actors Jim
O'Heir ("Parks and Recreation") and Valente
Rodriguez, fellow UTPA alumnus, on episodes of
their web series.
The web series also has helped them obtain
more steady work in Hollywood, including jobs

UTPA alumni Eric Salazar, Paul Davila, Daisy Alvarez and Ali Naqvi (pictured left to right) pose on the Red
Carpet before the start of the 2013 Oscars awards show.

on films such as "The Dark Knight Rises" and "The
Lone Ranger."
"It's become almost like a calling card,"
Naqvi said. "We can just say, 'If you want to see
our work...if you want to see what we do, check
this out.'"
The five began their film careers as communication students at UT Pan American, working on
student film projects and with the Pan American
Summer Television (PAST) and Summer Stock
(PASS) programs. The roommates and collaborators agreed that the hands-on and versatile
training they received at UTPA proved to be
invaluable once they entered the film industry.
Flores recalled begrudgingly taking theater classes,
as was required for him and others majoring in
film, television and theater, but later saw the value
in those courses.
"If I hadn't had any of that knowledge that I
had, scene design and step-down carpentry and all
that, I would not have been qualified to do what I
do now," Flores said.
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Meet our 2013 Pillars of Success who were chosen for their inspirational stories and
outstanding achievements. They also exemplify what being a Bronc is all about –
excellence in profession and service to community and alma mater. These five Broncs
were honored in February 2013 during the Homecoming Alumni Ball. These Broncs
are so successful, we ran out of space to tout their success. For more, please visit
http://utpa.edu/PillarsOfSuccess. Know an exemplary alum? Please visit
www.utpa.edu/alumni to nominate your 2014 Pillar of Success.

Rene Wallace
Rene Wallace (AA '51) is a dedicated wife
and mother, enterprising businesswoman,
community champion and proud Bronc.
Wallace, who earned an associate's degree from Edinburg College, one of UTPA's
predecessors, considers herself a lifelong
learner. The Edinburg native is also a master
bridge player. Now a Silver Life member in
the American Contract Bridge League, Wallace once defeated Microsoft co-founder Bill
Gates in a tournament.

After graduation, Wallace, representing
the Edinburg Chamber of Commerce, played
an important role in having the state approve
her alma mater to become a four-year institution of higher learning.
"I've had such a good life," she said. "I'm
so blessed, really, and knowing that over
70,000 people have been able to graduate
from college just because I played a very
small, small, part just thrills me to no end."

Lydia Rendon
Lydia Rendon (BA ’60) is a lifelong
educator who spent a half century changing the lives of more than 1,000 students at
Edinburg CISD’s Brewster School.
“My passion is teaching,” she said.
Her interest in education began in 1954
when she was offered a job at Brewster
School as an office aide and bookkeeper,
with the condition that she would substitute
teach when needed. Teaching became her
calling and she switched from accounting
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to education at Pan American College. So
began the journey for Rendon into one of
the longest teaching careers for an educator
at Edinburg CISD.
To celebrate her more than 50 years of
service, the school district honored her legacy by naming the Brewster School Library
after her. For Rendon, becoming a teacher
was never about making money or earning
prestigious awards, it was always about the
children.

Dr. Robert W. Feldtman
Dr. Robert W. Feldtman (BS ’68) said he
always knew his destiny was to become a
surgeon who specialized in the heart.
“I had my focus formed pretty early. From
that point on, (being a doctor) was my focus,”
he said.
Today, Feldtman is one of the top cardiovascular/thoracic surgeons in Texas, and
an inventor of numerous first-time medical
procedures involving the heart.

He can be found working with patients
at the Dallas Methodist Medical Center, a
large 500-bed trauma hospital that serves an
indigent community in the Dallas/Fort Worth
area.
The busy surgeon still finds time to think
up new medical inventions including the first
cellular linked transvenous pacemaker and
first Carotid Sinus Stimulator for Hypertension in Texas.

Norma V. Cantu
Norma Cantu (BS '73) has devoted her
life to ensuring all young people have equal
access to a quality education.
"What I was motivated to do was to
be part of a group of people who wanted
folks in the Valley to have choices," said the
Brownsville native.
For 14 years she served as regional counsel and education director at the Mexican

American Legal Defense and Educational
Fund. In 1993 President Clinton nominated her and the U.S. Senate unanimously
confirmed her, as the first Hispanic female
Assistant Secretary of the Office of Civil
Rights in the U.S. Department of Education.
In 2001, Cantu assumed a joint appointment as a professor in education and law at
The University of Texas at Austin.

Ramon Garcia
Hidalgo County Judge Ramon Garcia
(BA ’70) always dreamed of being successful. The alumnus, however, surpassed even
his own expectations.
Garcia, who graduated from the University of Houston Bates College of Law, has
risen through the political ranks and also
has become one of the most successful attorneys in South Texas. It’s no wonder Garcia’s
lifelong motto has been “commit yourself to

working hard and set goals.”
Garcia practiced for years as one of the
leading criminal defense lawyers in the Rio
Grande Valley before dedicating his practice
to civil matters.
For decades, Garcia has also faithfully
served his community. He was a member of
the Board of Regents for Pan Am from 1983
to 1987. In January 2011, Garcia began his
second term as Hidalgo County Judge.
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Legacy Family:
The Martins
Commitment to higher education for more than 60 years
brings generational donors to the table
In Edinburg, Texas, on a quieter side of town along Monte
Cristo Road, a 58-year-old feed store welcomes its customers
with the hospitable exterior decor of country living. If the
long-familiar name Martin Farm & Ranch Supply doesn’t
catch your attention while driving past, then perhaps the large
white horse atop the building’s green aluminum roof will. This
is a family-run business that has been part of the Edinburg
landscape for almost six decades, and its ties to The University
of Texas-Pan American are just as enduring.
The beginning of a tradition
Alfred “Al” Martin came to Edinburg in 1940 to work as a
vocational agricultural teacher and in 1942 married Harriette
Dorothy Hagedorn, a 1937 graduate of Edinburg College
whose family founded the city’s Golden Jersey Creamery.
During World War II, Al volunteered for the Army and, after
his return, continued to support the military through his work
with the Texas Veterans Commission, helping G.I.s gain access
to higher education.
In May 1955, Al and Harriette opened Martin Farm &

by Jennilee Garza

Ranch Supply, Inc.
Douglas “Doug” Martin, who now runs the business, said
his father was extremely proactive when it came to education,
frequently telling his nine children that “education is the only
thing that they can’t take away from you.” That’s a value that
continues to hold true in the Martin family today.
Al Martin served on the Board of Regents for Pan American
College from 1960-1965 and encouraged all of his children to
go to college. While some of Doug’s siblings expressed interest
in other universities, he said his father insisted that every child
begin at what is now UT Pan American.
Doug earned a Bachelor of Science in Biology with a minor
in chemistry from the University. His eight siblings all attended Pan American for at least two years, with two finishing at
the University and the others continuing their education at
other schools. All nine children would earn at least one college
degree.
“We have two doctors in the family, two CPAs, an architect,
a couple of school teachers, a veterinarian and a feed store
tycoon,” Doug joked.

UTPA Vice President for University Advancement Veronica Gonzales, who serves with the Martins in the Rotary Club of Edinburg,
says, “The Martins have been strong partners of UT Pan American
for generations. They recognize that times have changed, that our
region has grown and that our university has grown with it, but that
a few things remain constant – the importance of education and the
importance of service over self. We are confident and grateful that
this family’s legacy of giving to our community and to our university
will continue for many generations to come.”
Greg, who enjoys the small town lifestyle in Edinburg, also believes
in expanding the area for its own benefit. “I realize the Valley is still
growing and there are a lot more people now. We need to grow as a
region; it will help everybody, not just the University and its students,
but of course, local businesses as well,” he said. “I like Pan Am and
the Valley as a whole. Our family has been here for many years. We’re
well known in the community, so I just want to continue that.”
Doug Martin (left) and his son Greg – second and third
The Martins are deeply rooted in Edinburg and, although Doug’s
generation Broncs – carry on the Martin legacy
two daughters attended college elsewhere, they are now looking for
of service to community.
job opportunities in the Valley because he says this is where they
would enjoy living, for the time being.
The family tradition continues
“I think any school, or any environment,
The tradition of ranching and education has
or any place you go, it is what you make it. It’s
We need to extend what you take advantage of because there are
now bled into the third generation with Doug’s
son Gregory “Greg” Martin, who graduated
opportunities everywhere,” Doug said.
a hand to those
from UT Pan American in 2008 with a Bache“Education is the key to this region of the
people behind us, the
lor of Business Administration degree. He has
Valley
improving. I think all of us need to put
generations that are
been working with his father at Martin Farm &
our money where our mouth is and we need to
coming up... you may
Ranch Supply since he was enrolled as a freshhelp the University,” said the UTPA alumnus.
only be able to give
man at the University.
“We need to extend a hand to those people be10 dollars a month,
While attending UTPA, Greg says he most
hind us, the generations that are coming up. It’s
appreciated his professors’ interactive approach
hard to do that when you’re just getting estabbut stay connected
to teaching. “About 90 percent of the time, I had
lished; you may only be able to give 10 dollars a
with the University
professors who did their best to try and teach
month, but stay connected with the University
in some way,
their students. I like professors that do a lot of
in some way, shape or form.”
shape or form.
interactive things in the classroom, and I feel
that they did their job well,” he said.
—Doug Martin
Doug and Greg Martin are well connected
within the community and stay active through
organizations like the Rotary Club of Edinburg;
Greg is a fourth generation Rotarian. They believe in bettering the
community and looking to the future. “We need to see what’s best
for future generations. The past is wonderful, but we need to go
forward. We need to do what’s best for our area, not just for our
town or for this county, but for this region,” Doug said.

“

”
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The Martin Family
recently created the

HostedMartin
by the UTPA Alumni Association
Harriette Hagedorn
the Office of Alumni Relations.
and Alfredand
Martin
• (956) 665-2500
Memorialwww.utpa.edu/alumni
Scholarship
to honor the memory of their
parents and support
UT Pan American students.

To learn how to make a gift to
UT Pan American, please contact the
Office of Development at (956) 665-5301.
To make a secure gift online, visit
BroncCountry.UTPA.edu/GiveNow.

An Invitation...
to invest in the future
of higher education
in the Rio Grande Valley
As we begin writing the final chapter for The University of
Texas-Pan American and preparing for a new University of Texas
that will forever change the educational and economic landscape
of the Rio Grande Valley, I invite you to join with me on this
historic journey by making an investment in the University
through the President’s Circle.
“The Circle” is a very special group of UT Pan American alumni
and friends whose unrestricted gifts provide the University with
the flexibility to address one-time needs and take advantage of
special opportunities to enhance the teaching and learning
environment for our students and faculty.
At the start of this new academic year, I ask that you join with other
special friends and invest in the University by becoming a part of
the President’s Circle. Through such investments we are able to
enrich the lives and the educational experiences of our students
as we continue to lay a strong foundation for them and for the
“new UT” in the Valley.

Robert S. Nelsen
President

The University of Texas-Pan American
For more information about joining The President’s Circle, please visit UTPA.edu/PresidentsCircle or
contact the Office of Development at (956) 665-5301. You can also make a secure gift online today by visiting BroncCountry.UTPA.edu/GiveNow.
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Cares

He’s not a Rio Grande Valley native, but Seth Aaronson says the people of the Valley
are his family. Son of Lee R. Aaronson, CEO of Lacks Valley Stores, Ltd., Seth recently
moved away from his hometown of Austin and traveled south with his wife to oversee a
portion of the company’s operations in the Rio Grande Valley. Along with serving as
digital marketer and data analyst for Lacks, Seth may now have a new place to call
home, among RGV natives who he says gave him a life that he never anticipated.
“It’s pretty amazing knowing that this business, the people who we have relationships
with and the people who buy
from this business, have given
me this life,” he said.
Lacks has a long history
with the Rio Grande Valley
that dates back to 1935, when
Sam Lack, a Russian immigrant
founded the company and
opened the first store in McAllen. Sam’s son-in-law, Myles
Aaronson, began helping him
run the business in 1949, and
then later purchased the store
and expanded. The company
changed its name to Lacks
Valley Stores, Ltd. in 1995 and
two years later, Myles' son, Lee,
became the stores’ chief executive officer. Today, Lacks Valley
Stores, Ltd. has 12 outlets in
South Texas.
Lacks has been partnering
with UT Pan American since
1987, and as Seth shares, “If
you don’t give anything, you’re
not going to get anything back.”
The company has always been a
family business, but in the eyes
of Lee Aaronson and his son,
that “family” extends beyond
their own.
“Lacks employs over 700
people, and that’s 700 families
that we have relationships with.

This is about family,” Seth said.
Lee Aaronson recently made a generous gift of
$125,000 on behalf of Lacks
Furniture Store to benefit UT
Pan American’s Student Enrollment and Education Program
(SEEP). The program targets
fourth-grade students in Hidalgo, Cameron, Starr and Willacy
counties and provides lessons
about diabetes, its symptoms
and how to prevent the onset
of Type 2 diabetes. According
to the South Texas Diabetes
Initiative, there are almost
70,000 people in South Texas
with adult diabetes, equaling 11
percent of the population.
SEEP has the capacity of
being carried out to 35 school
districts in the RGV, impacting more than 25,000 fourth
graders. Last year, the program impacted 16,517 fourth
grade students, and program
directors are working toward
expanding the initiative.
Lee said he decided to contribute $125,000 over five years
to SEEP because of the many
employees in his company who
suffer from diabetes themselves
or who have family members
battling the disease.
Lacks also has donated
furniture to the University’s

Center of Excellence in STEM
Education, which provides
activities that strengthen STEM
academic programs.
“Our business depends on
a healthy, well-employed and
educated workforce to both
work for us and buy from
us,” Lee said. “I took a class at
UTPA, many of our associates
have graduated from UTPA,
and many of their children are
being educated there. UTPA is
a vital part of the Valley’s flourishing economy. Lacks is proud
to do a small part in supporting
that effort.”
Although a proud graduate
of The University of Texas at
Austin, Seth believes in supporting the local university.
"The people of the Valley
are the people that we care
about, because they’re the ones
that help this business grow,”
he said.
“Lacks cares about the
growth and development of the
Valley. We want to be a part of
the success that the Valley will
continue to have beyond just
our own business. As the times
change, there may be needs in
different areas [of UTPA], but
it’s an ongoing and evolving
relationship that we hope to
continue.”

1

UTPA is a
vital part of
the Valley’s
flourishing
economy.
Lacks is
proud to do
a small part
in supporting
that effort.
Lee Aaronson
Lacks Valley Stores, Ltd.
Chief Executive Officer
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"Once a Bronc
Always a Bronc"
Don’t let the opportunity to be counted
pass you by! Show your pride for
your alma mater and help make a big
difference for UTPA. Most students join
our Count Me In! campaign right before
graduation, but if you missed out, join
now! This campaign focuses on the
number of alumni who participate,
rather than the amount donated. So,
whether $5, $500 or $5,000, every gift
counts!
BroncCountry.UTPA.edu/
CountMeIn

What’s your
Pledge
Did you pledge a gift to UT Pan
American? If so, don’t forget to make
your gift! Every contribution made to
UTPA helps our students by providing
scholarship assistance, student
program support and meeting other
University needs. Fullfill your pledge
today!
BroncCountry.UTPA.edu/GiveNow

Every Alum.
Every Year.
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MARIAN MONTA
First Lady of Pan Am Theatre reserves her spot at the APAC
In 1971, when Dr. Marian Monta learned about a job opportunity at Pan American
University, she quickly responded, “I’m not interested in staying in Texas.”
The Virginia native had been teaching for a few years in Prairie View, near Houston,
and had no interest in continuing her life in the Lone Star State. Nevertheless, a colleague
encouraged her to interview with the South Texas university. Surprising even herself,
she fell in love with the Rio Grande Valley, and accepted the job during her first visit,
beginning an unforgettable 36-year career with what is now The University of Texas-Pan
American.
Monta, the first woman to earn a Ph.D. in Theatre from Cornell University, retired
from UTPA in May 2007 with the prestigious titles of Professor Emerita and Artistic
Director Emerita of the University Theatre, leaving behind a legacy of unforgettable
“Montaisms.” Revered by her students for her quick wit, she once told a student if he
didn’t quit moving on stage she was going to nail his feet to the floor. During her colorful
tenure at Pan Am, she served as chair of the Department of Communication and head of
the Theatre-TV-Film area, as well as professor of theatre.
When Monta arrived at Pan Am, the fine arts disciplines were headquartered in a
then new complex that included the 1,000-seat Fine Arts Auditorium and Buildings B
and C, which featured classrooms, studios and music practice facilities.
In 2012, some 41 years after arriving at UTPA, Monta would watch the lights go dark
on the storied Fine Arts Auditorium, which would be demolished to make way for a new
$42.7 million Academic and Performing Arts Center (APAC) that is scheduled to open in
the fall of 2014.
As the chairman of the College of Arts and Humanities Advisory Council, Monta has
taken a leading role among the University’s network of supporters by investing in the
new APAC. During an Advisory Council meeting, she thought to herself, “I’m chairman
of this Council, I’m supposed to lead with a gift!” She followed her own pledge by asking
her fellow council members to “pony up.”
Monta made a $20,000 gift, with plans to garner more support to raise the contri¬bution to $30,000 to secure naming rights for the Marian Monta Green Room in the
APAC’s main performance hall. “You give where your heart is,” she said, “but, I also like
the idea of my name on something. I think it’s because I don’t have grandchildren. It’s my
little bit of immortality.”
To make a contribution to Monta’s green room naming initiative or to learn about
other naming opportunities in the APAC, please contact the Office of Development at
(956) 665-5301. To make a gift online, visit BroncCountry.UTPA.edu/MMGR.

Awaits you
The Bronc Ring captures the essence of our University and
gives alumni and new graduates the chance to take the spirit
of Bronc Country with them wherever they go. Designed by
a group of UTPA art students just for you, the Bronc Ring
is more than just a piece of jewelry, it’s a reminder of the
personal growth and unforgettable friendships you forged
as a Bronc. Our Ring is reserved exclusively for alumni and
students who have achieved a minimum of 60 credit hours.
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Purchase your Bronc Ring by visiting the University Bookstore.
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Maria
&
Bill
Peck
Their Legacy Lives On
The University of Texas-Pan American
may not have been their alma mater, but
that did not keep Maria Salomé Garcia Peck
and her husband, Dr. William B. “Bill” Peck,
from planning permanent investments in
what they perceived as an outstanding university.
Education was important to Bill, Maria
and her family. In 1935, Maria’s father, Esteban Garcia, moved his family from their
Brooks County ranch to McAllen because
he wanted his children to attend good
schools. With their father’s encouragement,
Maria and her three sisters earned degrees
at UT Austin, with Maria majoring in bacteriology. In between their semesters at UT
Austin, some of the Garcia sisters took summer courses at Edinburg Junior College,
which is now UTPA. Shortly after WWII,
Maria married former Naval officer Bill
Peck. Maria and Bill later traveled throughout the world, often at the invitation of various governments because of his international reputation as an arachnologist, researcher
and college professor. The Pecks retired in
McAllen.
In 1994, Bill and Maria made a gift to
the UTPA Foundation to establish the Don
Esteban Garcia Endowed Scholarship for

UTPA biology majors, an endowment created in memory of her father. Shortly thereafter, they included a provision in their living
trust for a future, planned gift to the endowment. A few years after her husband’s death
in 2001, Maria established the William B.
Peck and Maria Salomé Peck Endowed
Scholarship for UTPA science majors. She
also amended her living trust to add a legacy gift for the newly endowed scholarship.
Whenever she was asked by those who
knew she was a UT Austin alumnus, “Why
UTPA? Why not UT Austin?,” Maria would
simply respond, “Because this is where I live
and the need here is so great.”
After Maria’s passing in 2010, the trustee
of the Pecks’ living trust distributed Maria
and Bill’s final gifts to their loved ones and
favored charities, including the UT Pan
American Foundation for the benefit of the
two endowed scholarships. Countless generations of UTPA students will benefit from
the generosity of Bill and Maria Peck.

The Don
Esteban
Garcia
Endowed
Scholarship
that I
received my
senior year
at UT Pan
American
was very
helpful. I was
so honored
and grateful
for being
selected to
receive this
scholarship.
-Kareena Garza,
who plans to graduate
in December 2013 with
a Master of Science in
Physician Assistant Studies

To find out how to create an Estate Gift
similar to the Peck's, contact the UT Pan
American Development Office at (956) 6655301, email development@utpa.edu, or visit
online at www.utpa.edu/giving.
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By Jennilee Garza

dr. francis
j. brewerton
During his 30-year career
at UT Pan American, Dr.
Francis J. Brewerton made
significant changes in the
College of Business Administration and impacted
the lives of many Broncs.
Many often referred to
him as the “tough guy” on
campus, but being tough
made more than just an
impression on his students
and colleagues; it made a
difference.

“I remember being warned about him.” That’s what Rio Grande Valley attorney and UT
Pan American alumnus Michael Cano recalled about approaching his first class with
one of the university’s most respected and esteemed faculty members, Dr. Francis J.
Brewerton, known to his friends as F.J.
Brewerton served UT Pan American as dean
of the College of Business Administration (CoBA)
from 1981 until 1993 while teaching as well. After
12 years as dean, he became a full-time professor of Management, a position he held until his
retirement. In August 2012, the UT System Board
of Regents honored him with the title of Professor
Emeritus.
As dean, Brewerton tackled numerous challenges and played a leading role in many of CoBA’s
significant accomplishments. One of the most
notable includes successfully achieving accreditation from The Association to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business (AACSB) for the college’s
bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral programs. Only
two percent of universities worldwide have earned
this distinction in all three areas.
“We could never have achieved that level of
accreditation if he had not created the roots within
our business school,” said Dr. Linda Matthews, a
professor of Management and former chair of the
Department of Management.

Brewerton has practiced a life of service to
higher education and to his community. He twice
served as president and is currently a member of
the Rotary Club of Edinburg. He also served as
governor of Rotary District 5930, which comprises 56 Rotary clubs in South Texas. Recently,
the Rotary Club of Edinburg chose to establish a
$20,000 endowment in his honor to fund the Dean
F.J. Brewerton Rotary Leadership Scholarship in the
College of Business Administration. This competitive scholarship benefits full-time undergraduate
business students who maintain at least a 3.25 GPA.
The UT Pan American Foundation has matched
this initial endowment for a total endowment of
$40,000. In an effort to award as many scholarships
as possible, Brewerton and the Rotary Club of Edinburg are working to grow this endowment with
help from Rotarians and UTPA graduates around
the state.
Both inside and outside of the classroom,
Brewerton has practiced a work ethic that
challenges his students and peers, continually

raising the standard. “I don’t think we do anybody
any favors by making a class less challenging.
Challenge is what makes us grow intellectually,”
said Brewerton.
Cano, who took almost every course that he
could from Brewerton, described his teaching ability
as a tough, yet unique one. “I’ve shared similar
stories with other students who have come through
the College of Business and who have all done well,
and that common denominator always seems to
be Brewerton,” Cano said. “It was as if he took an
average student and made them an above average
student every time.”
City manager for Rio Grande City, Matt
Ruszczak, also says he received a stimulating
educational experience under the instruction of
Brewerton. “He was very demanding, but he truly
prepared students for ‘real world’ demands and
demanded ‘real world’ quality work and thought. To
me, Brewerton's class and mentoring didn't signify
the last step of my educational career, but the first
step of my professional career.”
Erica Hayward, a former student of Brewerton
and now the co-founder and CMO of Plan Presto
and CMO of Arise Software, referred to Brewerton
as enthusiastic, insightful and honest. “Dr. Brewerton’s lectures were nothing short of amazing, where
I perfected effective note taking, since everything
was applicable to the real world. He has undoubtedly positively impacted the way I run my businesses
and has added a great deal to my entrepreneurial
spirit. I still utilize the strategic model he taught in
class for all my strategic plans, and have also molded
it to fit with project management,” she said.
Brewerton may have been referred to as the
‘tough guy’ on campus by many, but being tough
made more than just an impression; it made a difference, particularly in his tenure as dean.
“I’ve looked back on my career here at UTPA.
Many of the decisions I made as dean were difficult
because they affected the lives and careers of other
people, but there weren’t many alternatives if we
were to be successful in our quest for accreditation
and the national prominence it would bring. Fortunately, the decisions began to be easier as progress
was made and we moved in a positive direction.
Now, all the stress and heart-wrenching decisions
seem worth it. So, except for one or two decisions, I
would probably do exactly the same things if I had
to do it all over again,” said Brewerton.
A contribution to the Dean F.J. Brewerton Rotary Leadership Scholarship in the College of Business
Administration will help build the endowment and
enable students in coming generations to build a
strong foundation for their success.
To give to the Brewerton scholarship, visit
Bronccountry.utpa.edu/FJB.
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He may not have started his education at
UT Pan American, having graduated from
the University of Mississippi, but Bronc
Country is where he developed a family of
students, fostering their education over a
50-year career with the University.
Glynn Morgan, associate professor of
Political Science, chose to dedicate his
life to the education and advancement of
college students. Glynn has invested more
than time and knowledge through his
passion for teaching.
In 2009, he established the Glynn and
Rene Morgan Endowed Scholarship in
Political Science to provide merit-based
scholarships for the university’s top
political science students and to honor the
memory of his beloved wife. Since then,
nine students have been selected to receive
the scholarship.

To the many friends, family members
and former students who have contributed
to the endowment, he says, “Great joy and
satisfaction come to me from knowing
that many future generations of UTPA’s
top political science majors will benefit
from the scholarships that you have helped
me endow. Be assured that I am very
grateful to each of you for honoring me
with your support of the Glynn and Rene
Morgan Endowed Scholarship in Political
Science, and I hope you agree that you and
I are promoting a good cause with great
promise.”
Glynn exemplifies a spirit of
philanthropy at UT Pan American that is
paving the way for generations of students
to achieve bright futures.
To give to the Morgan scholarship, visit
Bronccountry.utpa.edu/GMRM.

Guided by a mission. p o w e r e d by d r e a m s .

For information about how you, too, can make a difference, visit
Bronccountry.utpa.edu/givenow or contact us at (956) 665-5301.

®

As strong advocates of higher education, William “Bill” D.
Peisen and his wife, Val LaMantia Peisen, always believed in
extending generosity into their community, and their philanthropic efforts have been rooted in promoting education
for over two decades. According to his wife, Bill, who passed
away in April 2009, firmly believed, “[that] if you were willing
to work hard, anything was attainable.” This altruistic couple
touched the lives of thousands of diligent college students in
South Texas, and Val continues the couple's good work here at
UT Pan American.

Bill and Val’s interest in higher education
manifested itself through their involvement with
UT Pan American and the STARS Scholarship
Fund. STARS has assisted 9,174 students, served
students in 22 counties, and invested $19 million
in scholarship assistance since its inception 10
years ago.
A prominent McAllen-based attorney for
many years, Bill's philanthropic vision and
love for the community continues to emerge
through the committed efforts of his wife. In Fall
2012, Val made a generous gift in honor of her
husband by contributing $275,000 to create the
William D. Peisen Endowed Scholarship for Intercollegiate Soccer. The gift came to the UTPA
Bronc Athletics Department just after Athletic
Director Chris King announced the addition
of women’s and men’s soccer in 2014 and 2015,
respectively.
“It felt like the right thing to do. Bill believed
in education first and foremost. Our children
were expected to go to college, period,” said Val.
The Peisen family has a long history with the
sport of soccer. “As a family we spent over 30
years going to our kids’ soccer games during the
week and weekends. Soccer was part of our life
and it is one of the few sports that the Valley is
competing in on a high level,” Val said.
The William D. Peisen Endowed Scholarship

for Intercollegiate Soccer will provide a minimum of one scholarship for women's soccer
and one for men's soccer each year. Prospective
recipients must be U.S. citizens or permanent
residents, have graduated from a high school in
the Rio Grande Valley, maintain good academic
standing as determined by UT Pan American,
and maintain NCAA minimum eligibility requirements (if already enrolled).
Vice President for University Advancement
Veronica Gonzales said the family is providing
an outstanding opportunity for students while
paying great tribute to Bill. “Val LaMantia Peisen
sets the bar high when it comes to giving back to
her community,” said the vice president.
“Her long-term commitment to higher
education has been best exemplified by her
tireless work with STARS, her participation on
the UTPA Development Board, and her generous contributions to funding scholarships for
students.”
“I believe 110 percent in what UTPA is doing
and the direction they are going. I look forward
to the next few years and what it will bring, and I
am proud that I played a very, very small part in
helping the University grow,” said Val.
To support the William D. Peisen Endowed
Scholarship for Intercollegiate Athletics, visit
Bronccountry.utpa.edu/WDP.

(From left) UTPA Athletic Director,
Chris King, Val LaMantia Peisen,
UTPA Vice President for University
Advancement Veronica Gonzales,
UT Pan American President
Robert S. Nelsen

I believe
110 percent
in what UTPA
is doing and
the direction
they are
going.
-Val LaMantia Peisen
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flash back

1964: Living It Up
The Bronc Way

Pan American College opened the doors to its new dormitories – Emilia Hall and Southwick
Hall – in 1964. The new dorms were home to 120 students. Today, those halls are offices for
various campus programs and departments. Students now have a variety of options when it
comes to deciding where they want to live in Bronc Country, including Unity Hall, Heritage Hall
and Troxell Hall, as well as the Bronc Village apartments. The residence halls and Bronc Village
are home to more than 800 students who enjoy the perks of living on campus.

